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THE AVTHOR TO 
THE DISCREETE.. 


O O vic many wordes in 
JD | cratihg thy pardon (good 
8 5 - on 

HY U8/ Reader) for my faultes here 
Mey T committed, I thinke it need» 
1&0, v8 fo. Icffe; for I defire no more 

WE . of auy man, touching pu- 

8 niſhment or pardon, then 
wiſedome doth afforde to all men; that is, pu- 
niſhment, and not mercy, to thoſe that offend of 
malicious wicked neſſe, and pardon, only to thoſe 
that ate as ready to amende by inſtruction, as to 
offerid by ignorance , The beſt may be amen- 
ded,and well may they be reckoned in the num- 
ber of the beſt, that dayly endeuour to ame nde. 

If I were as well a Maiſter in Artes, as I 
am a louet of Artes, I would then preſent ynto 
thee, an Artificiall peece of worke, touching the 
manifold vanities of worldly wiſe men: but by 
peruling of that which followeth, thou wilt 
done ynderſtand what I want. In thc meane 
time, I aſſure my ſelfe, thou wilt not expect 
much humane Learning from the ſpeakers 
herein, but rather take all in good part, intended 
to a good end: for thou knoweſt full well, chat 
where it is more regarded who ſpeakes, then 

Sa - what 


„ ToewWeReaader, 
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what is ſayd, there doth Erraur fooneſt take 
place. Bur foraſmuch as it is impoſsible for 
the ſtrength or weakeneſſe of man, to make 
Exour or Trueth, better. or worſe then they 
are: Let mee therefore egtreate thy wiſedome, 
to correct his follie, that would reſpect more 
wy weake maner of ſpeaking heere, then the 
matter it ſelfe ſpoken, For if thou vouckſafe 
ſo to doe, I date auouch, that thou ſhalt finde 
this Treatiſe io be no worſe then, A true Touch: 


trueth ſtill, alchough ncucr fo ſimply ſer our; 
aud to ſome, as 2 in poore array, as ia, 
Rich attyre, Fare well. a 
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ſtone for a counter- 
" feite Catholike. 


0 Fidelitie. £7 $ 
= — Dneſt Simplicitie, fi 
what newes with 4 
60 thec: 4 
N Sia picitie. 
Poore & baniſhed 
Simplicitie, comes 
to viſit thee vertu 
dus Fidelitie; and withall, to craue a li- 
le conference with thee, touching 
ome good meane whereby a (atholibę 
name, may become a Cathobke in 
leed : for the number of carnall Chri- 
ians is now growen ſo great, that a 
an may ſearch both Citie & Coun- 
ne, and yet find but a few faythfull 
xcople, And if it pleaſe thee to graunt 
y Requeſt, my deſire is alſo, that we 
as briefe therein as conueniently 
A3 WE 
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we may; for my weake memorie is 
not able to beare away the Contents 
of any long Diſcourſe. 

Eid. Welcome honeſt friend, and 
molt heartily welcome: and be thou al⸗ 
ſured that J will vſe my beit endea* 
uours,bziefely to ſatis ſte thee accozding 
to thine heartes deſire, 

Simp. J yeeld thee many thankes, 
for this thy kind entertainement. 
Fid. Thou art moze thankefull then 
thou needeſt to bee; fo2 whatſoeuer is 
done of duetie, delernes no thankes;zand 
Simplicitic in Chꝛiſt, deſerues no leſſe 
then the fauour and friendſhip of Fide- 
litie in any thing whatloeuer. But mee 
thinkes thou lookeſt very (adly : hat 
is the cauſe thereof : Canſt not thouß 
take thy Bantſhment in as good part, 
as J doe mine: Be ok good comtozt 

man, this Crooked age cannot laſt al- 
Wapes. | 

Sim p. Thope ſo for it is common- 
ly ſayd, when a ſicke Body 1s-attheſſk 
worſt, it will either then amende, orſh 

end: and my {imple iudgement can 
not diſcerne how the world in gene · Ip 
rall 


for 4 connterfeit Catholike, x3 © 


rall may be worſe then it is: for, Chri- 
ſtians (althougli the Leaſt part of the 
world) are reckoned for the Beſt part 
thereof; and yet mee thinkes the moſt 
part of them alſo, are little better then 
ales in reſpect of true Wiſedome: 

And that is the cauſe why I am now 
ſoſadde; and not for my Baniſhment, 
being baniſhed (as thou art) onel 
from the ſocietie of Worldlings; with 
n {whom we could neuer yet well agree. 
is Fid. Ff that be the cauſe of thy ſad» 
1d Meſſe, J both allom and commende thy 
[le Godly ſo2row, fo2 it p2oceedes from a 
e· rue ʒeale, which is neuet directed by a 
ee falſe called knowledge : And therekoze 
at jn hope to peeld thee ſome comkoꝛt, in 
ouF;ood time, let vs in the name of God, 
rt, nter into our pꝛetended Conference, 
ot Nnd firft tell me, why thou doeft thinke 
al-Rhat the moſt part of Chriſtians, are de⸗ 
litute of true wiſdome*: | 

Simp. Becauſe they profeſſe Godin 
hetrordes, and deny him in deedes: and 
orſtherefore, no wiſer in effect, then 
-anſhe Foole, which the Prophet Dauid 
ne · Ipeaketh of, That ſauth in bis heart, there 
ral A 4 10 
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i510 Hod.“ 

Fid. What thou haft now ſpoken, 
is too true I doubt: But let vs be wa- 
rie in idgement, touching Wtſedome, 
and Follie: Fo2 a certame Philoſopher 
ſayd, that none could tell truly who ts 
wiſe, and who fooliſh, but only the wile 
Man: And ſo conſequently,a wife Ban 
cannot be knowne,but by a wile Man. 

Sim, If what I haue ſpoken be ac- 
cording to trueth, I account it not ill 
ſpoken, though ſimply ſpoken: In- 
deede I acknowledge my ſelfe to be 
very ſimple, in reſpect of worldly wiſ- 
dome; & I deſire rather to continue ſo 
ſtil, then to become a wiſe Worldling. 

Fid. Thou ſapeſt well, fo2 J ſhould 
fake the greateſt Doctour in Europe,to 
be little better then a Foole, being no 
better then a right wozldling, who is al: 
togeather vncapable of ſpirituall mat⸗ 
tersʒ koꝛ therein, albeit he hath cares, vet 
he heareth not; eyes be may haue, yet he 
ſeeth not; and that is the onely caule, 


that although there be now, many good 


Pꝛeachers and Teachers, chere was ne⸗ 
uer leſſe good Learners;fo2 wozldlings 
| | blindliy 
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blindely beguile themſclues, in taking 
moꝛe care fo2 the Bodp, and tempoꝛall 
Traſh, then foꝛ the Soulc,and euerlaſt⸗ 
ing Treaſure. 

Sim. And doeſt thou alſo hold it for 
an vndoubted trueth, that no world- 
ling can be truely wiſe? 

Fid. J hold it fo; an vndoubted 
frueth, that no woꝛldling can be truely 
wiſe, ſo long as he remains a woꝛldling. 
Mhat the trueth it ſelfe doth avouch, 
hold thou it fo2 a certainty, & doubt tos 
thing therof., The naturall man percei- 
ueth not the thinges of the Spiritof 


God: For they are fooliſhneſſe vnto 


him: Neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
But he that is Spiritual, diſcernerh all 
things.&c. Againe, The wiſedome of 


the world, is fooliſhneſle with God.* * r. Cor. 2. 
Know ye not (ſayth S. net) that the &3. 


amitie of the Worlde is the enimitie of 
God? Whoſoeuer therefore will be a 
friend of the world, maketh himſelfe 
the cnimie of God. &c. 
Sim. Which is the moſt ſureſt way, 
whereby to know a true Chriſtian 
| from 
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ino Hod.“ | 
Fid. What thau haft now ſpoken, 
is too true I doubt: But let vs be wa- 
rie intudgement,touching Wtſedome, 
and Follie: Fo2 a certatne Philoſopher 


ſayd, that none could tell truly who ts 
wiſe, and who fooliſh, but only the wile 
Man: And (s conſequently,a wife Man 
cannot be knowne,but by a wile Man. 
Sim, If what J haue ſpolcen be ac- 
cording to trueth, I account it not ill 
ſpoken, though ſimply ſpoken: In- 
deede I acknowledge my ſelfe to be 
very ſimple, in reſpect of worldly wiſ- 
domez& I] deſire rather to continue ſo 
ſtil, then to become a wiſe Worldling. 
Fid. Thou ſayeſt well, fo2 J ſhould 
fake the greateſt Doctour in Europe,to 
be little better then a Foolt, being no 
better then a right wozldling, who is al: 
togeather vncapable of ſpirituall mat⸗ 
{ers;ſo2 therein, albeit he hath cares, yet 
he heareth not; eyes he may haue, yet he 
ſeeth not; and that is the onely caule, 


that although there be now, many good 


Weeachers and Teachers, there was ne⸗ 
uer leſſe good Learners;fo2 wozldlings 
| | blindly 
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blindely beguile themſclues, in taking 
moze care fo2 the Bodp, and tempoꝛall 
Traſh, then fo2 the Soulc,and euerlaſt⸗ 
ing Treaſure. 

Sim. And doeſt thou alſo hold it for 
an vndoubted trueth, that no world- 
ling can be truely wiſe? 

Fid. J hold it fo; an vndoubted 
trueth, that no woꝛldling can be trutly 
wiſe, ſo long as he remains a woꝛldling. 
What the trueth it ſelfe doth avouch, 
hold thou it foꝛ a certainty, & doubt tos 
thing therof,T he naturall man percei- 
ueth not the thinges of the Spirit of 


God : For they are fooliſhneſſe vnto 


him: Neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
But he that is Spirituall, diſcernerh all 
things.&c. Againe, The wiſedome of 
the world, is fooliſhnefle with God. * *r. Cor. 2. 
Know ye not (ſayth S. net) that the & 3. 
amitie of the Worlde is the enimitie of 
God? Whoſoeuer therefore will be a 
friend of the world, maketh himſelfe 
the enimie of God. &c. klames. 4; 
Sim. Which is the moſt ſureſt way, | 
whereby to know a true Chriſtian 
| from 


* lohn. 7. 
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from a Counterfeite Chriſtian? 
Fid. The moſt ſureſt way (in n 


iudgment) is to note wel by his conuer⸗ 


ſation, whether he be indued with akalth 
wozking by loue, 82 with an idle faith: 
be that hath the firff, is a Chziſtian in 
deede, although he be as ſimple as thy 
ſelfezthe other is but a Chꝛiſtian in woꝛd 
onely, although be be ls greatly innued 
with earthly knowledge, that thereby 
he may well be made Pope of Rome, 
Foz, from the higheſt to theloweft, he 
that endeauoures not to fullfill Gods 
will, befoze any thing elle whatſoener, 
is no true Chʒiſtian: fo2 the true Chyt- 
ſtian is led by the Spirit of God, * and 
where that ſpirit raigneth, ſinne can not 
raigne. Therefoze beleeue not euerp 
ſpirit that boaftes of 5 Catholike faith, 
but trp the lpirites, whether thep are of 
God oꝛ no: * He that ſeekes by his ac. 
tions, to glozifp God onelp, is truely 
ſptrituall, And by this way, may a man 
as well examine himſelke, as an other. 
Smp. But, by what meanes may we 

beſt know, whichis a true faith, and 
which afalſe faith? 

| Fid. 


for à connterſeit Catholike, 


Fid. Only by the ſacred Scriptures: 
foꝛ faith is by hearing, and hearing by 


the woꝛd of God. True faith is the * Rom. ro. 


ground of thinges hoped foz, and the 


euidence of thinges not ſeene: which «11.4. cc, 


whoſoeuer doth fully poſſeſſe, doth ſce 
God ſo perfectly with the inward eye, 
that he cannot goe amifle;fo2 being ther⸗ 
by truely ſpirituall, and diſcerning all 
thinges,*he chuns errour,and followes | 


trueth: heeſcheweth euill, & imbzaceth * Cor. . 


good; and ſo by that faith, wozking by 
loue, be doth truely obſerne all the com⸗ 
maundementes-:: Fo2 he that ſayth, he 
knoweth God, and keepeth not his come 
maundements, is a lar, and the trueth 
is not in him, * 

Simp. Is it poſſible for any Chriſtian 
to keepe all the Commaundementes? 

Fid, Pes, in ſome reſpect, it is pol 
ſible fo2 a true Chiftian to keepe all the 


ä he that is boꝛne , 


of God ſinneth not. 
Sim. How, or by what meanes may 
he keepe them? 
Fid. Onely by this meanes ; he bes 
ing a true member of Chziſt, (by ſaith 
92s 


*x,lobo.s, 


Gala. 2. 


* Mach. 5. & 


Rom. o. 
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wozking bp lone, ) and thereby vling his 
beſt endeauoures to keepe them, whar 
locuer he wauts therein, Chit (being 
the head,) doth iuſtly lupply: Foz thoſe 
which be of faith in Chꝛiſt, are bleſſed 
with fapthfull Abraham, as being the 
Childzen of Abraham, and Heires by 
pꝛomiſe* : And being Peires by pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, then alſo the chudꝛen of God; aud 
(as J noted befoꝛe,) whaſoeuer is bozne 
of God, ſinneth not. And that thou 


mayſt the better vnderſtand the trueth 


hereof, note S. Paul“, ſaping, I liue not 
now, but Chriſt liueth in me. &c. Fo2 
Chaiſt is the falfilling of the law*. And 
therfoꝛe(accoꝛding to the ſame Apoſtle) 
Whoſocuer doth confeſſe with the 
mouth, the Lord Ieſus, and beleeues in 
heart that God raiſed him vp from the 
dead, ſhall be ſaued. &c. It is the be: 
leeuing in heart that makes the true ca⸗ 
tholike Chꝛiſtian, fo2 he is no true Cas 
tholike, what religid ſoeuer he pꝛokeſſe, 
ik he endeattaur not as well to expꝛeſle 
Chꝛiſt by deedes, as to pꝛoteſſe him by 
woꝛdes. It is very requiſite therefoze, 
that euery Chꝛiſtian ſhould daily exa- 

mine 
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mine himlſelfe, whether he reſiff temp- 
tations, o2 no; whether he regarde moꝛe 
the Soule,o2 the Body: things tempo⸗ 
! -rall, oz thinges euerlaſting: Bziekelp, 
whether the ſpirit oꝛ the fleſh, raigne in 
him * All which, he may the better per- 
ceiue, if he note well hom much time he 
ſpends fo2 the good ofthe Soule, and 
how much foz the good ofthe Body. if 
| moſt fo2 the good ofthe Soule, then is 
he likely to pzooue Spirituall ; if con- 
trarie wiſe, then no better then acarnall 
woꝛldling, vntill he repent and amend, 
Aud herein no one degree is mo2e pꝛiui⸗ 
ledged then an other; foꝛ both the grea⸗ 
teſt; and the leaſt, (and whoſoeuer, elſe 
betweene them, are all to ſerue God in 
their vocations, leaſt their ſoules perilſt 


euerlaſtingly*. And if any one degree, Luke.;3. 


haue moze cauſe to conſider of theſe 
thinges then an other, it is the greateſt; 
fo2 to whome moſt is giuen, moſt al 
be required, and being found faithfull, 


fit a man to gayne the whole woz!d, it he 
looſe his owne Soule*+ 
Sim. But all yocations are not alike, 


and 


* 21ath. 1s. 
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and therfore ſome men may want that 
opportunitie (to go tothe Church and 
ſcrue God,) which others haue, and 
yet no doubt, God will as well accept 
the one, as the other. 

Fid. I know well, that all vocations 
are not alike; and I know alſo, that thou 
art much decefued, if thou thinkeſt that 
the. going to the Church (o elſe where) 
to pꝛap, and ta heate the woꝛd of God, is 
the onelp true ſeruing of God, fo2 we 
reſoꝛt ts the Church, to giue pꝛaiſe und 
thankes ta God foz his beneſttes; and 
toheare reuerently his wozd, thereby to 
{carne how to ſerue;him in our voca⸗ 
tion; and there alſo we mutaalip pzay 
togeather one foꝛ another, that we may 
all haue grace ſo to ſerue him: kez, to 
diſcharge our dueties in our vocations, 
accoꝛding to Gods lam, is the onely true 
ſeruing ok God. And thereksze what⸗ 
ſoeuer our calling is, it behooneth vs 
therein to haue as great care fo2 our 
neighbours welfare, as foz our ewne : 
otherwiſe, the al- leeing eye of God, will 
well perceiue chat our heartes doe not 


lone him aboue all thinges, albeit our 


tongues 
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tongues:anouch it neuer ſo much Foz 

it is not the boaſting o an idle Fayth, 

that can lerue our turnes therein, but we 

mult learne by Scripture, to wozke our 

ſaluation with feare and trembling, as 

the holy Apoſtles hach taught vs. Foz * Phil.z.and 

had we that Fayth which they had, we Per. 

Gould then liue by Fayth as chey did, 

(for theauſt live by Fayth*,) whereas * Rom. r. 

nom, a great number oł vs die, fo2 want 

of Faythz like vnto the fapthleſſe Ie wes, 

who althongh they hoaſted that they be; 

leened Moſes wiitinges, vet they div 

not beleeue; fo2 aur Loꝛd tolde them 

plainely, that if they had belecued Mo- 

ſe gyritinges, they would haue belce- 

ul him alſo,for Moſs wrote of him. * * lohn g. 
np. Who are thoſe that God doth 

oF our Neighbours and whom we 

ought ſo to loue as our ſelues? 
"Eid. Cuery humane Creature, bp: 

on whom a Charitable deede may be 

wwought; and therefoze, whiles we * Luken. 

are in this wo2ld, let vs be carefull to 

helpe all men, both in body and ſoule;fo2 

that ts the will ort God. And where J Galas. 

bs All men, I vnderftande Turkes, 

Jewes, 


22 
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Jewes, Jufidets, Heretikes, leawy 
Chiftians,and who elſe ſoeuer. | 
Sim. Then for as much as wemuſt 


be carefull to helpe all men, both in Bo- 


dy and Soule: It ſeemeth moſt requi- 
fite, that wee firſt helpe our ſelues for 


therby we may be the beter able after- 
wards to helpe others. 


Fid. True, great reaſon there is, that 
we ſhould firſt begin with our ſeluesloꝛ 
the ſpirituall ſicknes among Chziſtians, 
is the greateſt euill that can fall ta man⸗ 
kind; fo2 who elle in the woꝛld, can pꝛe⸗ 
uent the Diuell with his diueliſh plots, 
but only faithfull Chꝛiſtians ꝛand chere. 
foze the manikold euills committed in 
theſe our dayes (among Chziſtians, ) doe 


maniteſtly declare our ſmall number of 


faythfull Chꝛiſtians: fox they are not all 


fapthfull, that pzofeſſe Chzift z a fained 


fayth, cannot be a true fayth, though all 
the counterfeit Catholikes in the wozld, 
auouch it to be true, Some Chaiftians 
pꝛofeſſe Chꝛiſt by wozdes, and deny him 


by deedes; (as thou dideſt note befo2e) 


and thoſe faythleſle Chziſtiaus, J ac: 
count no better then lecetikes and Jufl: 
dels: 
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dels: Fo2 there is not any man guided 
by the light of true fapth, that wil fozſake 
the good way to Ieauen, to follow the 
euill wap ts Pell. And therefoze al. 
though amongeſt men, there is ſome di⸗ 
ſtinction made betweene Jnfidels and 
Heretikes, and lewd Chiſtians, and 
ſuch like, pet in the infallable iudge⸗ 
ment of God, they are all no better then 


the Heathen, and Infidels; fo2 how * Math. 18. 


doe they beleeue in God, that take euill 
to be good, and good to be euill, knowing 
well that his holy woꝛd doth anouch the 
contrarie % J thinke it meete theretoze, 
that the counterfaite Chꝛiſtian (of what 
pꝛokeſſion lo euer he be,) be taken fo2 no 
other then an Heretike, whoſe pꝛaperty 
is ts deny the true fapth in Chꝛiſt, and 
cleaue to ſome phantaſticall conceites, 
pꝛoceeding from the wiſevome ok fleth 
and blood, fo2 euen ſo doth the carnall 
Chziſttan, either in wozde 02 deede, if 
not in both; and it is che Heretike only, 
that is molt odtous to God, fo? he that 
knowes not the will of God, and bath 
things woꝛthy of ſtripes, thall be beater 


but with lew, but the Heretike with mas 


B. up, 


i 


AR. Luke 24 


Wy P(x] 101. 
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ny, becauſehe knowes the will of God, 
and doth it not; * fo2 by willfull blind⸗ 
neſle, he frtucs agaiuſt the ſame trueth 
which himlelfe pzofefleth to beleene. 

Simp. What tructh is that? 

Fid. The trueth of holy Scripture, 
which all Cbꝛiſtians p2ofeſle to beleeue. 

Sump. If all Chriſtians agree to the 
trueth of holy Scripture, me © thinkes a 
reconcilliation amonge them, might 
ſoone be brought to paſle. 

Fid. Thou ſapeſt moſt true, if none 
of them would be wilfully blind, & then 
obſtinate. 

Simp. Let the willfull, blind, and ob- 
ſtinate, be confounded, and the reſt 
conuerted; and ſo the euill diſſention 
may be w ell taken from vs, and we re- 
maine in Chriſtian peace and vnity.* 

Fid. That might very well be done 


alſo, ifthe greater part of all ſides were 


not wozldlinges. 

Sump. Admit the moſt . world- 
linges, let thoſe worldlings alſo be con- 
founded by trueth, that wil not be con- 
uerted by 8 Otherwiſe the euill 
will ſtill remaine amongeſt vs, and we 


our 


| 
p 
r 


. for a counterfrite Cat holiłe. 15 
our ſelues thereby in danger of confu- 
ſion in the end, for tollerating ſo much 
euill. For though almighty God ſuffer 
the good and bad to grow till the har- 
ueſt, yet the only time for man to work 
in Gods fielde, is now. And although 
it be doubtfull alſo, that we ſhall alto- 
geather preuaile againſt this preſent 
euill, yet let vs vic our beſt endeauours 
to preuaile therein, leaſt we be found 
guiltie, for the concealing of high trea- 
ſon, againſt the King of Heauen. No 
doubt there are ſome good, amongeſt a 
great number of bad; and the good 
prouidence of God is ſuch, that the 
good, ſhall neuer be ſpiritually ouer- 
come by the euill, (albeit there were a 
thouſand euill, for one good,) but ra- 


ther the euill, by the good. 


Fid. That is aa vndoubted trueth, 
fo Pell gates ſhall neuer be able to pꝛe⸗ 

uatle againſt the true Church, * conſt» * Math. 16. 
ſting onely of good Chitttans , And 
therefoze by true faſting, and zealous 
paper, & with other luch good meanes, 
itſeemes to me alla, that thele generall 
euils might ſoone be caſt out from vs. It 
| . B 24 [6 


15 


* Luke 71 6. 
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to pꝛeuent the infection of ſinne and Þe- 
refie, (the cauſe of al plagues)there were 
as great care taken, as there is to p2e- 
nent the infection of the peſtilence, (the 
one killing the Soule, the other but the 
Body, ) we ſhould then ſoone feele the 
mighty operation of Gods mercy, and 
goodneſſe, in Chꝛiſt Jeſus . But alas, 
what hope can there be fs2 the recouerp 
of their heatth, and welfare, which being 
ſicke of a deadly diſeaſe, had yet rather 
tollerate the Malladie, then the Pede⸗ 
tine. We haue been long acquainted 
with the Otiſeaſe(ſaith the Mozlvling,) 
but the Medecint is new, and therefozey B 
away with it as a noueltie: ſhall we now ſt 
become wiſer herein, then our fo2e-faJ t 
thers were: No, we rather thinke it pol: 
licie, to tollerate this euill, leaſt other 
wiſe a wozle matter enſue. Thele, 0! 
the like ſpeaches, doe wozldlings viter, 
to vphold Iniquitie: and therein, they 
pꝛosue wiſer in their generation (as ou 
Sautour lapth* ) then the childzen of 
Light: Foz by ſuch dinellifh pollici 
Sine and Herefie hath been vpheldol 
a long time, Euill Cuſtome — 
it | 


for a counterfeit Cathobke. 


litle and litle at the firſt, and then litle 
perceiued : but (not being pꝛeueuted) in 
the end, it becomes ſo mightie & ſtrong, 
that it will ſooner ouercome Cmpc- 
rours, then Emperours can ouercome 
it, This hope is onely left, Si Deus 


be fo2 vs, neither euill Cuſtome, noz 
Antichriſt; na no the Father of Lyes 
himilelte, ſhall euer be able co pꝛeuaple 
againſt vs : Therefoze let vs neuer 
be vamindfull to call co God koz apde 
herein, 

Sim. God graunt wee may ſo doe. 
But ſome will ſay; that preſcript Fa- 
ſting and Prayer, &c. are Popiſh: and 
therefore not fit for vs to vſe. | 

Fid. Mipocriticall Faſfiug, x Pꝛay⸗ 

Jer iu a ſtrange tongue, map ſauour ſome⸗ 
what ot Poperte : but whatſoeuer is 
good, let vs imbzace it, although the 
Turke vſe it: Let vs be diligent to eſ- 
J chew the Euill onelp, and not rhe Good 
oy fox the Enill. And fozalmuch as it is 
p2obable chat Trueth & Uertue dwell 
aß mid-way,betweenetwoextreames, 
bY let vs be diligent alſo, to eſchew euery 

= B 3, occaſion 


nobiſcum, quis contra nos? * Ff God * Roms. 


J. Theſſa.5 . 
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occaſton, that would vzaw vs to bende 
too much towardes either of thoſe ex- 
treames. And therefoze if there be any 
Conftitution o2 Tradition of the Ro- 
miſh Church, which is not contrary to 
the woꝛd of God, but rather to che exal⸗ 
ting of UKertue, and ſupp2eſſing of Cice, 
let vs not contemue it fo2 any reſpect 
whatloeuer,but imbꝛace it fo2 our owne 
good: fo2 in ſo doing, we ſhall the rather 
mooue our Aduerlaries to doe the like 
with vs, leeing we require no mo2e at 
their handes, then that which is both a⸗ 
greeable todinine Reaſon, and confir: 
med by holy Scriptures, 

Simp. There are many which are of 
a contrary opinion therein to theeʒ for 
they diſallow diucts good Orders, and 
decent Ceremonies in the Church, be- 


cauſe they haue bin heretofore abuſed 


in the luxurious time of Poperie. 

Fid, If they continue ſtill in that 
vaine opinion, they will p2oone little 
better then Enemies to the Peace and 
vnitie of the Poly Catholike Church; 
which teacheth euery Chꝛiſtiã, to pꝛooue 
all thiuges, æ hold that which ts * of 

itt 


CW, ww 
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Butlawfull Auth ozitie( cammaunding 
any thing ta be vled, not countermaun⸗ 
ded hy holy Scripture) we are bound in 
conlctence to obey; otherwiſe, we refift 


GD; ſoꝛ, chere is no Power but of *Rom1z 


God“. Therkoꝛe J hope, the beſt ſoꝛt ot 
thoſe people, will rather in due time con⸗ 
uert themlelus, touching their diſobedi⸗ 
ence to ſuch lawfull Authozitie, then to 
be therein confounded by others. 

Sim. But leauing thoſe men to ſearch 
better the Scriptures, touching the 
peace and vnitie of tlie Church, and 
perfect obedience to Magiſtrates 
and ſo to become conformable Sub- 
iectes, both to God and man; What 
ſayeſt thou to the ignorant Papiſt? For 
it may pleaſe God, that he may alſo be 
cured of his Maladie firſt, by laying 
open vnto him the cauſe of his euill; 
and then the cauſe being taken away, 
no doubt, buthe may doewell. 

Eid. J ſa the sbſfinate g apiſt, is ſo 
greatly blinded, by diuelliſh collaſion,. 
that hardly can a man expect well his re: 
touery: Vet we may well pꝛay loꝛ him, 
becauſe nothing is impoſlible to God. 
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But koꝛ the I guoꝛant Papiſt, religious 
and zealous in the ſeruing of God, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to his knowledge; there is great 
likelyhosd ok his conuer ſion, the cauſe of 
bis errours, being (as thou layeft) layd 
open vnto him. And therekeze to cxa- 
mine this matter a little, (ſeeing thou de: 


fireft ſo much his conuerſton.) Mhat 


doeſt thou take to be the caule thereof* 

Simp. I take his vaine opinion, tou- 
ching the Church, to be the cauſe there- 
of: For he takes the doctrine of the 
particular Church of Rome, to be the 
do ctrine of the holy Catholik Church, 
againſt which, Hell gates cannot pre- 
uaile. 


Fid. Pee doth ſot indeed, and thereby 


he is much deceiued; fo they muſt. be 


Molp, that are members! of Chyift æ his 
Spouſe the true Catholike Church, fo2 
our Creedeteathcth to beleeue the holy 
Catholike Church, the Communion of 


Oalutes, But acco2ding to the opinion 
ok the counterfeite Catholike, a man 
map be both a member of Chziſt, and a 
member ok an Parlot 1 a partaker both 
ou our Lowes Table, andthe Table of 

MY Duels, 


for a counter eite Catholike, 21 


Diuels. But this Doctrine is oppoſite 

to holy Scripture *, and therefoze Er- . Cor. 6. 
tour. And it is moſt euident, that he is * 

no member of the true Church, that is 

not a member of Chyift : foz, Chriſt is 

the Head of the Church, and, the Saui- 

our of his Body*. *Epkel, 3. 
Simp. That trueth being confirmed 

by holy Scripture, mee thinkes the Pa- 

piſtes might very eaſily perceiue, that 

the Pope of Rowe, being a Reprobate, ia their Rhe- 
(as they confeſſe ſome Popes may be*) miſh ann«ta- 
cannot be the head of the true Church, tion. Math. 23, 
becauſe he is not ſo much as a member te, 2. 
thereof. And therefore in my iudge- 

ment, they are very much deceiued, 

that take euery Byſhop of Rome (good 

or bad) to be the true and faythfull 

ſucceſſour of S. Peter, becauſe great in 

Peters Chaire. | 

Fid. They are deteiued vudoubtedly; 

fo2 it was aliuely Fayth in S. Peter, 

which our Lozd pꝛayed fo} to continue 

in his Church, and not a dead Fapth : 

fozhis Fapth pꝛoceeded not from flell 

and blood, (being ofhimlelfe but a ſim „ „ch rc. 
ple Fiſher - man) but from Gov the = 
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ther of our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, who 
ſometimes refpectes moze the Leaſt, 
then the Greateſt. And therefoze let the 
Romiſh Docto2s conlider well vpon 
our Sautours wo2des in the 17, of 8. 
Math. touching the illumination from 
God to little ones, ſaying: I giue thee 
thankes,o Father, Lord of Heauen and 
Earth, becauſe thou haſt hidde theſe 
things from the Wiſe, and'menof Vn- 
derſtanding and haſt opened them vn- 
to Little ones: It is ſo, ù Father, becauſe 
thy good pleaſure was ſuch. Againe, in 
the 18. Chapter: Verily (ſayth he) ex- 
cept yee be conuerted, and become as 
Litle Children, yee ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdome of heauen, &c. Let them 
note S. Paul alſo, ſaying: Brechren, you 
ſee your calling, 
Wiſe men after the fleſn, not many 
Mightie, not many Noble, are called: 


But GOD hath choſen the Fooliſh 


thinges of the World, to confound the 


Wiſe: and God hath choſenthe Weake 


thinzes of the World, to confound the 
Mightie things &c. (and whp%)becaule 
no Fleſh ſhould glorieinhis preſence, 

Sim. 


how that not many 
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Simp. Doeſt thou thinke that thoſe 
Scriptures are generally againſt all 
Great men; as Noble men, and Rich 
men, Byſhoppes, Doctors, and ſuch 
like? 

Fid. No verily, fo2 ſuch men (though 
Great in the Moꝛld) may be Mumble in 
Spirit, and laue ſimplicicte in Chziſt. 
Bleſſed are the Poore in Spirit (ok what 
degree ſoener,) for theirs is the King- 
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dome of Heauen*, Among Mile ade * Math. f. 


neither Greataeſſe noz Littleneſle, 

onely reſpected tauching a Spiritoall 
man but true Yinnilitie ti either of 
them, makes that Spirituall mim: And 
there foꝛe, it both Papiſt aud Dꝛote ant, 
become carnall thzongh ide, of what 
degree ſoeuer they be, God reſiſteth 


them both,* & giueth Grace to neither ; 


And then,although accozding ta humane 
learning (being boch Learned, ) they may 
both argue much one agataft the other, 
pet hardly will either ok them-conuert 
the other; becauſe they are both carnall, 

foꝛ, the carnall man vnder ſtandeth not 
the things of the ſpirit of God;becauſe, 
they arc fook(hnefle vnto him: nei- 


ther 


* I, Pet. 5. 
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ther can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned .* And there: 
foe when two ſuch, argue together, it 
may well be expected, (and partly by ex- 
perience of our late Fugitiues) that in 
the end, the Papiff will wholy peruerC 
the Pꝛoteſtant : Fox being both wozld- 
linges, (and continumg ſo ftill) God 
giues them both ouer, as his oppoſite 
Enemies, For whoſocuer will be a 
friend of the world, maketh himſelfe 
the Enimie of God, * and then no better 
in his ſight, then an Atheiſt, whoſe heart 
is of no Religion. 

Simp. Thy wordes are according to 
diuine reaſonzfor we know well, that a 
learned Atheiſt may play with both 
hands, and write very eloquently (tho 
not very truly) both againſt the Pro- 
teſtant and the Papiſtz (I meane,ſomes 


times defending the one fide, ſome- 


times the other) and all to ſhew his 
worldly wit, & cunning in Leatning. 
But leauing ſuch men, (without repen · 
tance) to a dolefull doome; What ſay- 
eſt thou touching a Papiſt, being 
truely humbled in ſpirit? 


Fid, 


for 4 counterſeite Catholike., 25 
Fid. Undoubtevly,he will ſoone be- 

come a true Catholike; foz then God 

will giue him grace ts ſeeke Truech, 

and find Trueth, But beleeue none of 

them touching humilitte, vntill thou ſee- 

eſt him vnkeignedly tos ſubmit himlelfe 

to heigber powers: foꝛ, there is not any 

power but of God. * And therefozeio Rom. ij. 

longe as he doth willkully kollow the 

mile dome of the fleſh, conteined in the 

Doctrines and Traditions of men, and 

obſtinatly reſiſt the wiledome of the ſpi⸗ 

rit,conteined in holy Scripture ; he doth 

fill remaine pꝛoud, in refuſing to ſubmit 

himſelfe to the heigheft power. J (ap 

therkoꝛe, truſt them not coo much, bekoꝛe 

thou tryeſt them, fo2 the Deuill fo his 

owne aduantage, will ſomtimes appeare 

like an Angell ok light; and as that coun⸗ 

terffte light, decetues them; euen ſo 

mould thoſe counterfeite Catholikes 

deteiue thee allo, if it were poſſible ; and 

all by ſome outward ſhew of holyneſſe: 

but in any caſe, be not ledde by blinde 

Guides; foz, where the Blind leades 

the Blind, they fall all into the Pitte 

of Errour, * * Math. 15. 

| Sim. 
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A true Touchſtone 
Sm. Aiuſtreward for ſuch wilfull 
blindneſle, proceeding from a vaine 
opinion, that the Church of Rome can 
not erre. But mee thinkes that their 
opinion therein, might ſoone be alte- 
red, by laying open vnto them ſome 
one errour onely, which the ſame 
Church teacheth,and notto paſle from 
one poynt to another, vntill a full end 
be made of fome one onely : for if we 
can not find any good meanes where- 
by to ouercome one alone, let vs neuer 
looke to ouercome many togeather. 
Fid. Thau haſt {implp ſpoken as 
much to our purpole,as can be fapd : fo2 
by the treating of ſome one popnt onelp, 
now in contrauerſte betweene the Da⸗ 
piſtes and our ſelues, we map beſt there- 
by lay open oue to an other, where the 
crrour therein lurkes; elpecialiy if both 
lides (without partialitie) vnfeignedip 
deſire to haue Errour contounded, and 
Trueth made mantkeſt. 
Sim. Was this kind of Triall which 


I ſpeake of, neuer heretofore put 1n 

practiſe? 
Fid. Mes, many times; but not in 
ſuch 


for 4 counterſeit Catholike, 2» 
ach ample maner as we would it ſhortly 
e: fo2 though ſome one poput onelp, 
ath oftentimes heretofs2e been treated 


fon both ſides; yet (bythe obſtinacie of 
ze Aduerſarie,) they neuer hitherto, 
ame to full agreement touching any 
me, befoze they p2oceeded to another: 
but much ſtrike and controuerſte, & many 


great Golumes witten one againſt the 
other, and all to no great p2ofite in the 
end; in reſpect of the Peretikes conuer- 
ion. But if both ſides had been conſtrat- 
ned to keepe within the compaſſe and 
reach of the Sword of the Spirit, (the 


ly one to an other; then in the end, by the 
pꝛoouing of one poynt onely, thep might 
ſoone haue ſeene, where the Errour lay 
lurking, and ſo conkound it. And that 
thou mayeſt the better vnderſtande mee 
herein, ſuppoſe there were ſome matter 
in controuerſie betweene thee and mee, 
and we both conſent to try by the Canss 
nicall Scripture, which ſide holdes the 
Trueth. 

Simp. Let me by thy leaue, aſke thee 
one queſtion by the way. What : ; 
| ho 


Moꝛd of God,) and to anſwere direct · «ppket,s, 


* Mark. 9. 
Luke. 11. 


A trie Touchſtone 
hold (as the Papiſtes doth) more Scrip. 


tures to be Canonical, then thou doeſt 

Fid. It makes no great matter againſt 
this Trpail, whether thou doe oz not: 
koꝛ he that hath Trueth on his fide, hach 
fo much aduantage bekoꝛe the other, that 


dil 
0 
my 


be may well pꝛooue the opinion of his] b0 


Aduerlary,to be contrary ts that Dcrip: 


ture which they both hold Canonical; T 


otherwile, ofnecefſitie it muſt pzoone z 


Trueth : toꝛ our Sauiour ſapth playne. If 


ly, that hee which is not againſt him, 
is with him.“ And, hee which is not 
with him, is againſt him, * 

Sm, Well, proceed. 


Fid. Suppole J ſay, that we both] b) 


content to try our matter by the Poh 
Dcripture, and Jobiect directly fron 
Scripture, that thy opinion is contrary 


therevnto; thou doeſt then an{were by 


the fame Scripture, either directly, 0} 
vndirectly z if directly, we then pꝛoceed, 
touching our matter in controuerſie ; 1 
pndrrectly, then (noting well the maine 

paynt) J vrge thee to à direct anſwere; 
neither will J ſuſker thee to paſſe any 
further therin, vatill thou haſt anſwered 
dt: 
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J directly to Þ matter in hand. Nom, thou 
doing the like with me, e we both conti⸗ 

nuing the ſame oꝛder vnto 5 end, it is not 

poſſible that Errour can elcape vs, but 

ar ok neceſlitie we ſhall hunt her out, F 

p confound her: foz Gods woꝛd is not 

both Pea E Nap,in one thing* :it vphol: * 2, Cor, 1. 

deth not both Triteth and Errour ; but 

Trueth onely. And therefoze without all 

contradiction, no man can directly main⸗ 

teine Errour by holy Scripture, vnleſſe 

Ihe vuderſtand moꝛe oꝛ leſſe therein then 

the holy Ghoſt doth expꝛeſſe: but, vnder⸗ 

ſtanding moꝛe oꝛ leſſe in Scripture then 

the holy Ghoſt doth expꝛelle, he is there⸗ 

by confounded, as being thereby (accoꝛ⸗ 

ding to his owne pꝛoke ſſion) condem⸗ 1 

ned by the ſame Scripture *. u; Deut. A and 

Si. But being ſimple, & not well vn- 12. & Reue. aa. 

derſtanding the Scriptures in al places, 

perhaps am therby ſometimes atraid to 

truſt mine one iudgment, touching 

the ſayd Tryall by Scripture; & there- 

fore rather willing that ſome poyntes 
¶ ſhould be tryed by the Iudgementot 

the Church, becauſe Church-men are 

learned, & expert in Diuine matters. 


E. ' Fid; 


30 


* Pſal. 119. 
and 2. Pet. 1. 


A1. Theſ. 5. 


* ohn. 5. and 


Ates. 17. 


A true Touchſtone 
Fid. Due obedience to the Church, 
I denie not; and to alke counſaile of the 


Learned, J hold it wiledome: and there⸗ 


foꝛe heare the Church, and alke coun⸗ 
ſaile ot the Learned. But can thy Con⸗ 
ſcience then be ſo fully ſatisfied onely by 


that meanes, as thereby with a good 


Conſcience to neglect the humble 
ſearching ofthe Scriptures alſo, know- 


ing the woꝛd of God, to be as a Light 
ſpining in avarke place, to lighten the 


pathes ofthe Faythfull “*. 

Sm. No verily for it cannot ſtand 
with a good conſcience, abſolutely to 
forſake the Word of God, and to truſt 
wholly to the word of Man. Neither 
can it ſtand with a good conſcience, to 
be in doubt of any thing touching 


faith. And therfore thatwe may neither 


doubt, nor be deceiued by our owne 


iudgement, nor by the iudgement of 
any other, I muſt confeſſe ofneceſsitie, 
that the beſt way is, to prooue all, and 
hold onely that which is good“; for 
hearing the Church, and asking coun- 
ſaile of the Learned it is requiſite alſo 
meekely to ſearch the Scriptures“: that 

is 


2 


„ „ 2 A - 


”"S ww ' — Las * FT we — 


VY CD 0 IST r / W- 


= 


for 4 counterſeit Catholike, 37 


is, meekely to conferre one place with 
an other, (otherwiſe, how doe wee 
prooue all?) For a man may be ſtill in 
doubt, in proouing onething, and not 


an otherzbut not ſo in proouing all: for 


then the Conſcience is thereby fully 

ſatis fied. 

--Fid. Chou ſpeakeſt the Trueth, and 
therefo2e J woonder not a litle at thoſe 

men that refuſe to heare the Moꝛd of 

God, fearing leaſt they ſhould miſtake 

it; eſpectally becauſe Gov himſelfe hath 

ſayd, Hee that is of God, heareth Gods & lohn. S. 
wordes , &c. The Sheepe of Chriſt and10.& 12. 


follow him, foꝛ they know his voyce, 


&c. Againe, Hee that refuſeth mee, and 

and receiueth not my wordes(faith he) 

hath one that iudgeth him: the Word, 

that I haue ſpoken, it ſhall iudge him 

in the laſt day“. | ; 
Sim. Alas, what anſwere will thoſe * ey theie 

weake people make at the laſt day, for een = 

that refuſall,dying in that vaine opini- the 2. to the 


on, grounded vpon the Antichriſtian Gala. the 2. 


doctrine of their blind Guides, - who verlc; as allo 
Doctor Kelli- 


teachabſolutely (contrary to Chriſt) * 
52 . : lons Suruey, 
that that ſacred Word, is no ſufficient the v boobe, 


C2, Iudge chap. 6. nũb. i. | | 
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Iudge for a Conſcience. . 
id. Not any good anſwere, whatlo⸗ 

eter it be: fo2 ſuppole Chziſt, wich his 
Þ2ophets and Oilciples, were now vp- 
on the face of the earth to pꝛeach @ teach, 
as heretofs2e they haue done; thinkeſt 
thon that Lay Papiſtes would then re- 
fuſe to heare them, fearing to miſtake 
them: 

Sim. I ſuppoſe they would not re- 
fuſe to heare them, if they might con- 
ueniently come where they were. 

Fid. But ſay they could not poſſibly 
come to heare them, and thoſe bleſſes 
Preachers and Teachers, conſidering 
that let, ſhould wꝛite vato them by Let⸗ 
ters and Epiſtles; thinkeſt thou, that 
they would thenrefuſe to read thoſe Let⸗ 
ters and Gpillles, fearing to miſtake 
them: | Sly 2 

Sim. I ſhould verily thinke they 

would not, but that I finde the contra- 
ric by experience. But I pray God 
helpe their want of beliefe; for vn- 
doubtedly, ſach exceeding great fol- 
he ean not proceed from a true fayth. 

Frd. It can uot indeed, and therefoze 
We 
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we map well hold it fo; an vndaubted 
trueth, that the oziginall tauſe of their 
wilfull blindneſle, ignozaunce, and ere 
rour, is oy want of true Faith. Fo? firſt, 
in taking a feigned Fayth foz a true 
Fayth,they thereby take a falſe Chaiſtt- 
an koꝛ atrue Chꝛiſtian; and then a coun» 
terfeite Catholike koꝛ a true Catholikez 
and ſo confequently, the ſocietie of the 
Faythleſſe, fo2 the ſocietie of the F ayth⸗ 
fall,the holy Catholike Church. 

Sim. Is it poſsible that they ſhould 
acknowledget the veritie of holy Scrip- 
tures, and yer not thereby able to de- 
cerne a true Fay th from a counterfeite 
Fayth? 

id. It is poſſible, aud the reaſon is, 
becauſe they haue made thoſe fcriptures 
of litle effect, by meanes ok their owne 
V Traditions; fo2 contrary to diuine rea⸗ 
: | ſon, they make the wiſedome of God, 
4 | fubtect tothe wiledome of Pan, And 
whereas true Chziſtian Subiectes en- 
deauour to make themſelues conkozma⸗ 
ble to the reuealed will of their ſoue- 
raigne Ring (the Ring of heauen) they 
concrariwiſe, endeauour to ma tke that 

_—_— wul 
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Mill, confoꝛmable to their owne Cul. 


tomes and traditions: and in ſo doing, 
what follie can be greater: ö 

Sim. Verily, my iudgement can not 
diſcerne any folly to be greater; and} 
therefore ſtill mee thinkes, that theſe 
thinges being directly layde open vn- 
to them, they ſhould then either ac- 
knowledge their wilfull ignoraunce] 
therein, or elſe bring ſome euident truth] - 
for their owne defence, laying open 
vnto vs directly by Scripture, how we 


doe miſtake them & deceiue our (clues, ft 


And forasſmuch as. thou haſt truely 
auouched, that the miſvnderſtandin 
of Fayth,isthe onely originall cauſc ot 
their Errours : It ſeemeth beſt to mee, 
that the ſame poynt onely, ſhould firſt 
be throughly decided on both fades, 
before any other be der in queſti- 
1 it were for the better vnder- 
ſtanding of the ſame firſt poynt. And 
therefore to helpe to make manifeſt 
vnto them the trueth therein, let vs in 
the name of God, ſearch the Scriptures 
a litle, touching the true faythfull 
Chriſtian. ae 

| 9 7 Fid. 
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Fid. J ant very willing therevnto ; 


fo} it is avery good meane whereby a 


9 


Catholike in name, may become a Ca⸗ 


* 


tholike in deed: loz when holy Scrip- 
tures are truely ſearchen then Trueth 


is to be found; and Trueth being kound, 


Errour is thereby conkounded. And 


therefoze firſt, let it be well noted what 
our Sauiour ſayth(touching a true be⸗ 


leeuer) in the Gholpell accozding to 
S. Iohn, the third Chapter. | 

. GOD ſo loued the World(ſaithhe) 
thathe hath given his onely begotten 


Sonne, that whoſocuer beleeueth in 


him, ſhould not 875 but haue euer- 


laſting life. For God ſent not his Sonne 


into the World, that he ſhould con- 
demne the World; but, that the World 


through him,might be ſaued. Hee that 


beleeueth in him, is not condemned: 


but he that belecueth not, is condem- 
ned already, becauſe he hath not belee- 
ued in the name of the onely begotten 
Sonne of God. And this is the condem- 
nation, that that Light came into the 
World, & men loued Darkenes rather 
then the Light; becauſe their deedes 
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' were cuill. For euerie man that doeth 
euill, hateth the li ght, neither conimeth 
to light; leaſt his deedes ſhould be re- 
Hr hee that docth tructh, 


prooued . 
commeth t 


e light, that his deedes 


might be made manifeſt, that they are 
wrought according to God. 


- Now that we map well vnderſtaude 


this trueth of Holy ſcripture, let vs p2in- 
cipally note where Chzift layth, that 
whoſocuet belecuerh in him, periſheth 
not, but hath euerlaſting life. But hee 
that dyeth in a fayth which wozketh not 
by loue, perifheth : and therfoze1t is eui⸗ 
dent, that that Fayth is but a feigned 
Fapthz and the Fayth which wozketh by 


loue, onely the true F apth, Againe,note 
alſo the cauſe of condemnation: He that 
beleeueth not, is condernned already, 
becauſe he hath not beleeued, &c. This 
is the condemmation(ſayth Chzift)that 
that light (Chꝛiſt) came into the world, 
and men loued Darkneſſe, rather then 
(Chꝛiſt)the Light. And why did they 
ſo: becauſe their deedes were euill: (as 
the deedes okall Nepꝛabates are.) For, 
(ſayth her) cucry man that doeth cuill, 


hatcth 
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hateth the light, &c. But hee that doeth 
trueth, commeth to the light, &c. 

Mbereby he declares, that the Doers of 
the Law, are enely the true beleencrs, | 


and not any other*, howſoeuer they map Rom 2. 


Nagge of afeigned Fayth, ſaying, that 
ep are thereby ſure to be laued. For he 
that ſayth, he knoweth God, and kee- 


pethnot his Commaundementes, „ . ons 
9 


Hy er, and the trueth is not in him“. But 
a5 many as reccined him, (Chiift the 
ttne Light,) to them he gaue preroga- 
tiue to be the Sonnes of God. And 
who are thoſe* Euen thoſe that be- 
leeue in his name: which are borne 


not of blood, nor of the will of the 
fleſh, nor of the will of man; but of 


God *. * 

Simp. Verily, thou haſt here briefly 
ſpoken ſo much of the true Light, that 
thereby I ſee manifeſtly the coun- 
terfeite Catholike doth yet walke in 
Darkneſſe, in affirming contrary to 
our Gauiour Chriſt, that a Reprobate 
(being by eternall iud zement condem- 


ned alrcady)may haue true Fayth, (for 
belecuing 1 in the name of the onely be- 


gotten 


8 

2 
gotten Sonne of God, he hath euetla. 
ſting life by promiſezfor although we 


* Rom. 8. 


of them. 
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are vncertaine who 15 a Reprob; te, 
and who notzyet we are moſt certaine, 
that the infallible Judgement of Al- 
mightie God, can not be ſo deceiued, a 
at any time to account a Reprobatein 
the number of the Faithfull, b 

doth outwardly profeſſe with hiz 
tongue, the trueth of Chriſtian Religi. 
on, (which he doth altogeather deni 


by his conuerſation) for his Iudge. 


mentes are without repentance, how. 
ſocuer our weakeneſle may conceiug 

Fid. That can not inftlp be denyed 
fo2 accoꝛding to S. Paul *. Thoſe which 
he knew before, he alſo predeſtinated 
to be made like tothe Image of his Son 
that he might be the firſt borne among 
many brethren : moreouer, whom hee 
predeſtinated, them alſo he called; and 


_  whomhecalled, them alſo he iuſtified ll 


and whom he iuſtified, them alſo hel 
lorified, &c. And therefoze,the Aduer⸗ 
aries firff Juſtification of the Rep2o- 
bates by Baptilme, is herebp vtterly 
cons 


ecauſe he 
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condemned as an Errour; fo2 they can. 
not be ſo ignozaunt, as to auouch that 
God will ſometime iuſtiſte that man, 
whom he hath already (in his. ſecret 
fudgement)condenmed, Chriſt can not 
haue condemned members ( ſapth S. 
Auguſtine) and therefore Reprobates 
are not in the body of Chriſt, which 
is the Church.“ Againe, in his Booke of + 
the Unitie ofthe Church, Chapter 18. C 


receiue the Sacrament of Baptilme; yet 
not any are ſpiritually regenerated and 

built togeather in the body and mem- 
; bers of Chriſt, bur the good. S. Am- 
| 0 broſe alſo (in his ſixt Booke vpon S. 
Luke, Chapter 9. ſpeaking of true 
"yg Fayth, which hee calles, the Rocke,) 
uduniteth to the ſame effect, ſaying. If thou 
en wilt be a Rocke, thou ſhalt be in the 
nd Church , becauſe the Church is vpon 
a Rocke. If thou be in the Church, the 
he gates of Hell ſhall nor preuaile againſt 
Ti thee. The gates of Hell, are the gates 
Df of Death: but the gates of Death, can 
not be the gates of the Church . — 

. | Vat 


be layeth moft plainely, That although the 2. Boobe. 
both good and badde, may giue and f. 22 
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what are the gates of Death, (that is to 
ſay, the gates of Hell) but euery one of 
our ſeuerall Sinnes? If thou be a Forni- 
cator, thou art entred into the gates of 
Death. If thou haſt broken Faith, thou 
haſt paſſed through the gates of Hell. If 
thou haſt camittedmortall ſinne, thou 
haſt entred into the gates of death, &c. 
Sim. Theſe two auncient Witneſſes 
which thou haſt heere cited, are very 
plaine, touching our matter in hand. 
For firſt, it ſeemeth to mee, that therein 
there can not be any thing ſaid more e- 
uident againſt the Ad nerfarie & for vs; 
then thoſe wordes of S. Anguſtine, ſay- 
ing ; Chriſt can not haus condemned mem- 
bers: for thereby it is moſt cleere, that 
according to his Doctrine, the true 
Church conſiſteth onely of the Fayth- 
full, indued with a Fayth working by 
Joue : the which hedoth mightily con- 
firmein his other place, ſaying : That 
the Church conſiſteth of the Gaoa, and that 
no Reprobate can be ſpiritually Regenerated, 
or ioyned unto them, by meanes of the ſacra- 
ment of Baptiſme. And therefore I woon- 
der how they can miſtake him therein; 
I | eſpc- 


eſpecially cenferring both him and S. 
Ambreſe,& holy Scripturetogether;for 
therby they haue proofe more the ſuf- 
ficient, to ſatisfie a good Conſcience : 
for the Scripture it lelfe is ſufficient to 
ſatis fie a good conſcience, in any point 
touching the profefsion of atrue Chri- 
ſtian. But ſeeing they are ſtill rather 
bent to the opinions of Men, then to 
the ſacred Scriptures, let them note wel 
choſe ſpeaches of the two ancient Fa- 
thers, and then anſwere directly vnto 
n chem: letthe tell vs directly hether S. 
© Ambroſe doth meane þ viſible Church 
Jof Rome, when he ſaith; than be in the 
VIcburch, the gates of Hell ſhall not prenaile 
"" £azainft t bee. Let them alſo tell vs direct- 


* yy, whether hee doth not there teach, 


ue chat euery deadly finne, doth as much 
te ſeparate a man fromthe vnitie of that 
Y {Church, againſt which, Hell gates can 
not preuaile, as Hereſie it ſelfe? Let 
7 them, I ſay, conſider well vpon theſe 


ancient Doctors to be againſt them) 


to ſearch the Scriptures touching che 
laing 


thinges; for thereby (finding thoſe 


for a ciumerfeite Catholike. Ar 


1 


no doubt they will be the more willing 


* 


ſame matter: and then finding all to be 
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againſt them, and for vs; what may be 
the let, but that we ſhall all (God wil- 
ling) agree together, in the ſame poynt:y 
And therefore if thou canſt call toy 
minde any other places of Scripture, 
touching our matter, now in hand (to 
weete, concerning the true Chriſtian 
Catholike) declare them alſo I beſecchifl;; 
thee, that the trueth therein, may be 
made manifeſt. But firſt let me requeſt 
thee to cleare a doubt, which may ariſ 
from that place of Scripture, cited by 


thee from the 8, te the Romaxes z forffly 
there the Apoſtle ſayth, Whom G0 n 
aoth (all,thoſe alſo he doth Iuſtiſie and Gl 
rie. But our Sauiour in the 22. of Sig 
Math. ſayth plainely, That many a 
Called, but few are Choſen: how then dof], 
thoſe two places of Scripture agree to 
gcather ? for certaine it is, they doe noi d 
contradict one an other. . _ t 

Fid. They agree very well together, 
as namely thus: The one is a Heauen i 
caliing by God himſelfe, and wzoughl e 
by inward meanes 3 The other, an earth x 
iy calling by man, & by aut ward meaneß t 
onely 
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* 8 


iely . The firſt, neuer fayles : foꝛ, the 
iftes and Calling of God, are with- 
putrepentance . The other faples of- + Rom. 11 
en: For many are ſa called(by the Ser- 
antes of God) to the heauenly Wed- 
ling feaſt, * but few Choſen. 

And that J may the better ſatisfie 
hee, by alleadging of moze Scripture 
touching our maine poynt; note allo 
from the 4. fo the Epheſians, and from 
he 11. to the Hebrewes, that although 
apth is bnderftood by man, divers . 
payes z pet in the ſight of God, there is | Th) 
but one true Fapth pꝛoper onely to the * 
Atrue Chꝛiſtian; and that is it which woꝛ 1 
Aeth by Louc : And foz moze p2oofe 
SIchereat, note allo in the 16. of S. Marke, of 
Cit is ſayd abſolutely, Hee that ſhall be- 1 
od leeue and be Baptized, ſhall be ſaued: = 
o · I but hee that will not belecue, ſhall be 5 
ꝛoq damned. MH hereby it is moſt euident, 5 

that the Fayth of the Elect Chziſtian, 1 
erg and the Fayth of the Rep2obate Chyi- wah 
ay ftian, are diuers things: the one in Gods FP 
oy agot. a true Fayth : the other, in Gods 48 
th ficht, a falſe Fayth. But, Let God be Y 
ity true, and man the lyer, Rom 3. Fo it 


* Math. 22. 


ly is 
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fs not euery one that ſayth, hee doth be: 
leene in God, that doth beleene in God: 
neither is it every man Baptized by 
man, that is Baptized bp ß holy Ghoſt : 
Foz then, contrary to the Scriptare, 
noted befoze, God ſhould iuſtiſte the Re: 
pꝛobate, whom he hath already condem: 
ned: which to hold, were palpable ab⸗ 
ſurditie. And to pꝛooue this in moze 
ample maner, nate in the 8. ot the Actes, 
it is layd, that Simon Magus the Sor- 
cerer, Beleeued, and was Baptized. 
Where we lee, that both the outward 
pꝛofeſſion of Fapth, and the outward 
Sacrament of Baptiline, is called Be: 
liefe,and Baptilme. But now the que. 
ſtion is, whether Simon had true Fayth 
and Baptiſme, in the ſight of God, oz 
no; that is to ſay, Whether he did Be: 
leeue in heart, and was ſpiritually Re 
generated, oz no: S. Peter ſaych no: fs} 
in the ſame Chapter, note, that that wic⸗ 
ked Simon ſhewing his hypotriſie (be. 
toꝛe knowen onely to God) by offering 
Monep fo2 a Spiritual-gikt; that blel⸗ 
ſed Apoſtle anlwered him, ſaying: Thy 
Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou 
thinkeeſt 


1. 


„„ +> we. r een 
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thinkeſt that the Gift: of God may. be 


obtdyned with Money. Thou haſt nei- 
ther patt nor fellowſhip in this buſt- 


the fielitofGod:&c. Parke weil here, 


his {pirituall.Giftes vato him: euen 
becauſehis. IÞeart was not right in his 
light, (although at the firſt; it appeared 
tight, accozding-to the iudgement of 
man) koz it ran nat be denied, that 
it was koz want of true Fayth in heart, 
that hee could neither be {piricually 
regenerated by the Sacrament of Bap⸗ 
tilme, noꝛ reape any beneſite at all 
by the impoſitian of the Arolla 

. 18 
And thereſo:e moſt: notably did that 
learned Father (S. Auguſtine) lap, in 
his 2. Booke agaiuſt Cr eſconius; chap, 
21. That (the Apoſtle Pas affirming 
the Church to be ſubiect to Chriſt 35 
the Church therfore ought not to pre- 
ferre her ſelfe before C hriſt, that ſhe 
fhould:thinke to be able to Baptize 
thoſe which are condemned by him : 
but! not poſsible of her ſelſe to Baptize 
D. chem, 


neſſe: for thine heart is not right in 


tht taule why God would not impart. 
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them, becauſe he alwayes * true- 
ly; but the Iudges of the Church, as 0 


being men, arcoften deceiued, &. 


And vpon the other ſide, S. Peter doth 


pzooue alſo, that it is not againſt Gods Ye 
oꝛdinaunte, that ſome ſhould receine the Flt 
holy Ghoft, befoze Baptiſme-: c thereby 
moſt euident, that not all thoſe which die 
befoze the Sacrament can be miniſtred 
vnto them, (the lame Sacrament not 
being contemned) are therefoze-excludey 
fromthe grace of Remiſfion of ſinnes, 
Tuftification, andSanctification, And 
this Truth, the Aduerſaries:themſelues I. 
expꝛeſſely auonch, in their Rhemiſh fn: 
notatid vpon Þ ſame place, ſaping: Such 
may be the grace of God ſometimes 
toward men, "and their charitie & con- 

trition ſo great, that they may haue re. 

miſsion, iuſtification, and ſanctificati- 

on, before the externall Sacrament of 
Bapti ſme, confirmation, or penance be 
receiued : as we ſee in this example, 
where at Peters preaching, they all re- 

ceiue the holy Ghoſt, before any Sa- 


crament. But in the ſame, we learne l! 


one neceſſarie Leſſon, that ſuch not. 
with⸗ 


fir 4 counter ſeite Catholike. 
ithſtanding, muſt needes receiue the 


Sacramentes appoynted by Chriſt : 


which whoſocuer contemneth,can "A 


er be juſtified, Arguſt ſu er Leuit. 4.8 


t to be iuſtiſied. But without luch 


contempt, God fozbiv that (in caſe of nc- 
ceſſitie) the want of the carthly matter, 
Gould .fozbid the ſanctiſication of Fn: 
lantes by the holy Ghoſt, 


But to pzoceed in our Argument 


touching the kapthfull Chaiſtian, ik pet 
thou de ſtreſt moze euidence therein; nate 


aaine our Sauntour himſelfe in the 17. 
of S. Iohn, where pzaping foz his Apo- 
files, & their true lucceſſours (to weete, 
onely the ſocietie of true Beleeuers, the 
Holy Catholike Church,) he ſapth thus 
to his Father. 

Sanctifie them with thy trueth: thy 
word i is trueth. As thou dideſt ſcnde. 
me into the world, ſo haue I ſent them 
into the world. And for their ſakes, 
lanRific I my ſelfe, that they alſo may 


2. be 


ged. And with this, we agree: fo oy * See allo 

deuer contemneth the Sacraments ok their Anndta- 
* Chziſt himſcite, be⸗ 
ing the Authoꝛ of them; aud thereloze derte 5, 


tion ere the 


A trie Tonchſſone 
be ſanctified through thy truth. l pray 
not for theſe alone, "bur for them all 


which ſhali Belecue in mee, through ; 


their word; that they all may be one 


as thou, 6 Father, art in mee, and Ii 0 


thee: euen that they may be alſo onei 
vs; that the world may belecue tha 
thou haſt ſent mee: And tlie olory th 
thou gaueſt mee, 1 haue gwen the 
that they may be one, as we are one; 
in them, and thou in me, that they ma 


iy 


' 


be made perfect in one, and that th; 


world may know that thou haſt ſen 


mee, and haſt loucd them, as thou hai 


loued mee. &c. 


Ik anp man doe well conſider. bp 


theſe loꝛmer wo2des of our Sautou 
and yet hold an opinion that a Repzobat 


may be atrue Beleeuer, and therekozeſm 
true member of Choiſt; and fo conſeſſhe 


quently a true Catholike : it map weiß 


be ſapd, that the ſame man (albeit he hat 


both eyes and cares) : neither fee nag 


beare Spirituall thinges, but therein: it 


tageather blind and deafe. Foz our blt 
Ted Sauioaur is here la plaine again 


( 


kuch an obſtinate and kesliſh opinion 


ra) 
] 
fl 
ne 


Ii 
en 
ha 
h 


* 
1 


for à counterfeit Catholile. 


. our Aduerſaries themlelues allo, 


e foxced after a maner, to acknowledge 

he lame trueth (being wholly againſt 
em, and yet nat to vnderſtand, that it 
agatuſt them,) foz in their Rhemiſh 
motarion bpon the ſame place, thug 
ey ſay : Chriſt pray eth that the Apo- 
es, their ſucceſſours, and all that ſhall 
cot, their beliefe, may be ſanctified in 
h. Which is as much to ſay, as to 


ehre that the Church may, euer. haue 


Nc e ſpirit of Trueth, & be free fro Er- 
dur: Which Prayer of Chriſt, had not 
in heard, if the Church might erre. 


eexpreſl; eth( & it is a great comfort) 


Fat he Praieth not onely for the Apo; 


es, but for the whale\Church after 


Ne: chat is, for all Beleeuers. Thus far 


r Adgerſaxies; by which thau mapeſt 


el perceiue their ignozance, in thinking 


at che Church ok Rome dath nat erre 


@ Fayth, vnlefTe ſhe erre in Doctrine 


id Pꝛofeſſion: fox they hald, that euery 
timber therok, are lanctiſied creatures, 
long as they continue in pꝛotelling the 
liefe of the ſame Church; notwith⸗ 
Wing, many of them Repꝛobates, 
D 3. And 
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vpon the 23. 8f S. Math. verf. 2. ſaping 


A true Touchſlone 
And this is their Doctrine in eff: 
whatſoeuer they ſay to the confrarp : fol 
they hold the trueth of Chꝛiſtian Relig 
gion, to be the true Pꝛokeſſion of Chi. 
ſtian Religion; atbeit the P2ofefſo2 by. 
neuer ſo wicked of life: foꝛ ſo they trac} 
expꝛeſſely, by their Rhemiſh Annstati 


God preſerueth the trueth of Chriſt 
an Religion in the Apoſtolike Sea 
Nome, which is in the new Law anſwe 
rable to the Chaire of Loſes, not wit 
ſtanding the By ſhoppes of the ſam 
were neuer ſo wicked of life : ye 
though ſome Traytour as ill as 7 
Were Byſhoppe thereof, it ſhonld n 
be preiudiciallto the Church and in 
nocent Chriſhans:for whom our Le 
prouiding, ſayd: Doe thatwhicht 
ſay but doe not as they doe. Auguſt 
Epiſtle 165. UBS 

But note well by theſe thinges, w 
are the members of Choift, accozding! 
the Ooctrine ok our Aduerſaries: al 
pet they can nat be ignoꝛaunt, that tf 
Scribes and Phariſics did as much ei 
in Fapth and Doctrine, as in m_ 


for 4 counterfeit Catholike, 
othorwile they would both haue belee- 
ved in Chyitandtaught Chaift,wherc- 
though miſdeleefe, chey taught their 
une Doctrines and Traditions, even 
their owne woꝛkes and oꝛdinantes: And 
therefoje- (accozding to 6ur Sauionrs 
* direction?) not to he obexed therein. 

Againe, thoſe Aduerſaries can not o- 

J thet wiſe but acknowledge, that if Chaift 
zape d fo) true beleeuers only, and not 
wal kez Repꝛobates, (as we haue noted from 
it the 17. ok S. Iohn) it followes ot᷑ neceſſi⸗ 
m tie, that repꝛobates are neither to be rec⸗ 
F koned in the number of the faithfull, no2 
to reape any beniſtte at all, by that pꝛæyer 
J of Ch2iff, But by their doctrine, we may 

I p20due by good conſequence, that any vi⸗ 
we Congregation, outwardly pꝛokel⸗ 
the trueth of Chꝛiſtian Religion, is 
ſanctifted, by the afozeſaidp2ayer of our 
Sauiour, and made one with the Father 
and the Sonne, as being true members 
ok Chzilt, notwithſtanding, all Rep20- 
bates ; fo} accoꝛding to their -peruerſe 
opinions, deadly ſinne without Pereſie, 
eil doth not make any leperation in the holy 
Ti Church, But how this doth agree with 


th! D 4. holp 


25 | 


* Math.16, 


* 1. Ichn. i. 


„ CA tneTwncbftone 


holy Seviptare;noteyetalivle moe. 

_ : Thatwhigh wwe haue ſeene, & heard, 
(ſapth S. ohm,) declare wee vnto you, 
that yee may allo haue fellow hippe 
with vs; and that our fellow ſhip alſo 
may be with the Father, and with his 
Sonne Ieſus Chriſt. And theſe thinges 
write we vnto you, that your ioy may 
be full. This then is that Meſſage 
which we haue heard of him, and de: 
clare vnto you4 ghatGod is Light, & 
in him is no Darknefie . If we ſay; that 
we haue fellow ſliip with him, & walke 
in dur lceneſſe, we lie and doe not truly. 
But if we walke in the light, as hee is in 
thelight, we haue fellowſhip one with 
an other, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſonne, clenſeth vs from all finne; 
Toe heere the true holp Catholike 
Church, cleuled c lanctified by Chziſt, 


That he might male it vnto himſelfe a 


glorions Church, not hauing ſpotte or 
wrinckle, or any ſuch thing; but that it 
ſhould be holy and without blame. 
Epbe. 5. Ind therekoze vudoubtedly it 
conſiſtech not with Nepꝛobates c fayth⸗ 
lebe people, that walke in darbege 
BY” 24D | £3 tt 
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for a counterſeite Catholike, 


- 


Euangeliſt 


tue Light, Chriſt. Foz, (as the 


lame 


Brother, is in Darkeneſſe vntill this 
time. Hee that loueth his Brother, abi- 
deth in that Light, and there is none 
occaſion of euill in him: But hee that 


hateth his Brother, is in Darken 


eſle, & 


walketh in Parkeneſſe, and knoweth 
not whither he gocth, hecauſe, that 
Darlceneſſe hath blinded his eyes. &c. 


4 eb» 


In this ara the. children of God no- 
yen, and the clyldren of the Heuill. 
Whol Ocuer docth not R1 ghteouſneſſe, 
is not of God 8 neither he | that toueth 


not his Brother. &c *. And then a litle * f. John. 3. 


nom the lame Chapter :My.litle 


children (Capth hee) let vs not loue in 


word, neither in tongue onely; but in 
geed and in trijeth. : for thereby wee 
know that weg are of the tructh, and 
ſhal} before God aſſure gur heartes. 
Sarke well hecte, that it is not the 


Pꝛskeſlion of Chzift in woꝛd aud 
ly, that p280ucs vs io be at the 
ut by expreſſing him in deede 


tungne 
truety; 
and in 
trueth, 


53 
hut wich thoſe onely, that remaiue in that 


| et * ) Hee that ſayeth * 1. Tohn. 2. 
that hie is in chat Light, and hateth his 
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none hut faythleſſe peop 


triteth, thereby we know that we are in 
the true Fapth. And therefoze let vs 
p2voue out ſelues, as S. Paul ſapth*, 
Prooue your felues(ſayth hee) whether 
yee are in the Faythz examine your 
ſelues: Khow ye not your one ſelues, 
how that Ieſus Chriſt is in you, except 
ye be Reprobates. &c. By which her 
doth gie vs clearely to vnderſtand, that 
a Repꝛobate is neither in the krue Faith, 
noꝛ a member of Chꝛiſt: and then of 
neceſſitie, no true Catholike. And thete⸗ 
foꝛe let uo man thinke that her is in the 
number of the Faythfull (a true Chu⸗ 
ſtian, and a true Catholike) vnlelle he be 


indued wich a Fapth wozking by Lone: 


fo2 that Fayth, is onely the ttue Fayth. 
Sim. Thou haſt here, by holy Scrip- 
ture, made that trueth ſo apparant, that 

le (hearing 
thee) will denie it. For indeed (as the 
Apoſtle Paul fayth*) Godly edifymg is 


by Fayth: but not by a Fayth in Pro- 


feſsion onely; for immediatly in the 
ſameplace, be ſayth alſo, that the end of 
the (ommaundement, is Loue out of a pure 
heart, and of a goed Conſcience, and of 4 

| | | "-..7-- "000 


— 


for a connterfeite Catholtke. 
Fayth vn feigned. | 


Fid. That Scripture is well noted 


by thee; fo2 from thence alld we pzooue, 
that among p2ofeſſey Chailtians, there 
is both a True Fayth, and a Feignev 
Fayth. But it is not the Felgned Fayth 
that iuſtiſteth, but the Ttue Fayth; fo2 
that puriſtes the heart (layth S. Peter“) 
and the heart being puriſted, it can not 
otherwile but be acceptable to God: foz, 
Bleſſed are tie pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God. &c. Mat h. y. And lo ron: 
ſequently it ts moſt euident, chat he that 
Beleeueth, ſhall be laued. Paul and Si- 
las being in Pꝛiſon, it was demaunded 
of them bythe Japloz, What hee muſt 


doe tobe ſaued? They anſwered 1 Be- 


leeue in our Lord Ieſus, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaued. &c. Actes 16. By which it is 
alſo euident, chat no Nepꝛobate beleeues 


in our Lozd Jeſus ; and therefoze none 


ok them better then a Fapthleſſe crea- 
ture. Foꝛ, let the Religious Bapiſt note 


from the 16. Chapter ofthe Ghoſpel ac- 
cbzding to S. John, that the Spirit of 
trueth repꝛooues all TUozlblings of the 
ſiune of Inſidelitie. hy becauſe they 

belceue 


55 


* Actes.1 5. 


6k 


56 


A true Tauchſone 
beleeue not in Chꝛiſt. Let him note alſo 
from the g. Chapter ok the ſame Goſpell, 
that aur Sauiour himſelke doth pꝛoaue 
it animpoſſibilitie, foꝛ meere wozdlings 
to haue tine faith;and why%becaule they 
receiue honoꝛ and glozy, one ok an other, 
and lecke not the hanoꝛ and gloꝛie which 
is of God onely , How can ye belecue 
(fayth Chꝛiſt) which receiue honour 

one of an other, and ſceke not the ho- 
nour that commeth-of God alone &c. 
Vut who are they that ſecke moze ö ho⸗ 

nour c glozie ot᷑ men, then fooliſh woꝛld⸗ 


linges that lay in heart, there is no God: 


Sirs. Not any other, vndoubtedly; 


and therefore me thinks that theſe * 


places of Scripture by thee: cited, are 


ſufficient to lay open the trueth of this 


matter, being ſo euident a trueth, that 
our aduerſaries themſelues, are often 
times forced to acknowledge it. For 
beſides that which thou haſt noted be- 
fore ITnote alſo in their Rhemiſh anno- 
tations vpon the ſirſt Chapter ofthe 


Epiſtle to the Romanes (where theA. 


poſtle prooucs that the Iuſt liue 0 


tay th)that igis true fayth onely, whic 


diſtin- 


por acounterſeite Catholile. 


ſap, the Catholike beliefe (ſay th S. Au- 


maketh a tut Man, and viſtinguiſheth 
betweene the iuſt and the vntuſt, and that 
by the law of faith, and not by the law of 
woꝛks. Uhereofit riſeth that the Jew, 
the Heathen Philolopher, and the Here⸗ 
tike, though thep excelled in all wazkes 
ok moꝛall vertues, could not pet be iuſt: 
And a Catholike Chꝛiſtian man liuing 
but an oꝛdinary honeſt life, either not ſin⸗ 
ning greatly, -92 [ſupplying his faultes 
by penance, is tuft, And this difference 
riſeth by fapth + Mot that fapth can ſane 
any man without woꝛkes: Fo2 it is not 
"a Repzobate faith that we ſpeake of (as 
the holy Doctour ſapth) but that which 
moꝛketh by charity, # thertoꝛe remitteth 
ſinnes and maketh ene int See S. Au- 
guſtines place, Thus far they; where- 
in they expreſſely prooue by S.-Au- 
ęuſt ine, that the Fayth of a eee 
and the Faych of a true Catholicke, are 


| 77 
diſtinguiſheth betwene the iuſt and the 
vniuſt . Note here their one wordes. 
It is our Fayth (ſay they,) that is to 


guſtine lib. 3. cont. 2. Ep. pelag) which 


diuers thinges. And indeed the tructh . 
| there- 


* lohn. 20. 


Greg. Hom. 
29. in Euang. 


— 
af 


® Tit. 1 
* lohn. 2. 
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thereof is ſo manifeſt, that they can not 

well deny it. For I note alfo\in M. 

Perſons Reſolution (printed in Anno 

160%.) three ſeuerall places, euidently 

proouing the ſame trueth. 

Firſt, Page 64. and 65. after his al- 
leadging of S. Augaſl ine touching the 
ſame matter, he alleadgeth alſo S. re- 
gorie Byſhoppe of Rome, ſaying. The 
very ſame diicourſe makethS. Gregoric 
the great, out of Poly wzite vpon this 
poynt: fo2 bauing conſidered thoſe moſt 
comfo2table woꝛds of Chriſt to S. Tho- 
mas *, Bleſſed are they who haue not 
ſeene, and yet haue beleeued; hee an- 
nexeth, as followeth *, Perhaps heere, 
euery Chziftian wil fap within himſelke, 
J doe belecue, and therefoze J amblel⸗ 
fed,and ſhall be ſaucd:(herein he ſaieth 
trueth, if his life be anſwerable to his 
beliefe : foz that a true Fopth doth not 
tontradict in manners, the things which 
it pꝛoteſſeth in woꝛds. Foz which caule, 
it was ſayd of certaine falſe Chziſtians 
by S. Paul *. That they confeſſed God 
in wordes, but denied him in deedes. 
And by S. Iohn. * That whoſocuer 


ſay eth 
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for 4 counterfeite Catholike, 55 * 
ſayeth, he knoweth God, and kecpeth 4 
not his Commandementes , is a licr, &c. 
Which being fo; wee muſt examine the * 
truech of our Fapth, by canſideratian of 15 
our life : fo2 then, and nat other wile, are of 
wee true Chꝛiſtians, if wee fulfill in a 

I vwoꝛkes, that whereof wee haue made 
| p2omile in wazdes : that is, in the day 
ot our Baptiſme, wee pꝛomiſed to re. 4. 
: || nounce the Bompe of this wazldztogea- fl 
ther with all the wozkes of iniquitie: 1 
q which Pꝛomile, it wee perkoꝛme now ak⸗ 


— - = 


- || ter Baptilme, then are we true Chyiſti- 4 
t || ans, and map be ioyfull. —_ 
And in an other place ( ſayth M. Lib. 33. Moral. 1 
» | Perſons) the ſame holy Father addeth Cap 6. tt 
» || this *. Foz that divers men are Chziſti-= 7” = 

us in Pꝛofeſſion and fayth onely, and 

b not in life : Perehence it is ſapd by the 

$ voyce of trueth it ſelfe, Not euery one 

t ¶ chat ſayth to me, Lord, Lord“, ſhall en- Mach. 7. : 
h ter into the Kinzdomeofheauen. And 4 
againe, Why doe ee call mee Lord, 4 
Lord, and doe not performe the things 
Iteil you ; Herehence it is, that God 
- | complained of his old people the Iewes, 
r } ſaping: This people honoreth me with 


h their f 5 
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theirlippes, but their heart is farre of 
from mee “*. And the Pzophet Dauid 
of the ſame ptople ; They loued him 
with their mouth, & with their tongues 
they lyed vnto him. &c. 

Hitherto S. regorie, cited by M. Per. 
ſons : in which, hee doth manifeſtly 
prooue, that Fayth onely, without 
Loue, is but a feigned Faythzand there- 
fore a Chriſtian in profefsion onely, 
but a feigned Chriſtian: for (ſaytlihe) 
a true Faytli doth not contradicte in 
manners, the thinges which it profeſ- 
ſeth in wordes. 

Fid. Indeed hee doth pꝛooue it mol 
maniteſtly, becaule hee pꝛooues it by 
Scripture: koz what can lap open the 
lame truth moꝛe manifeſt, then to pꝛooue 
that the holy Scripture ateountes ſuch 
counterfeite Chziſtians, which pꝛokelle 
God in woꝛdes, and vente hin in deedes, 
to be meere lpers to Gab (touching 
Fapth) howſoeuer men accountes of 
them. Therefoze ſeeing NI. Perſons 
dath ſometimes conkeſle the tructh a: 
gatuit himſelfe, let vs heare alitle moze, 
what thoar haſt noted herein from bi: 
We 


1 R T-” RX ” ” 6 Ht wma rm _ . wp . oy 


for 4 counter feite Catholike. 


fo2 it may pleaſe God, that by his wo2ds, 
the Religious JPapiſt may vnderftande 
the lame Trueth. 

Sim. God graunt hee may; and in 
hopetherof, I note ſecondly. page 155. 


bx. 
\ 


where he ſayth : Sure J am, that the ve- 


rie ihame of the world, maketh vs to 
haue more regard in offending the 
pooreſt friend we haue in this life, then 
a wicked man hath in offending Al- 
mightie God: which is an intollerable 
contempt of ſo great a Maieſtiez and 
ſuch a contempt indeed, as God him- 
ſelfe doth account to proceed of plaine 
infidelitie. For whereas at a certaine 
time hee had declared his owne great 
power, by the mouth of ere mie * and 
threatned many puniſhmentes to the 
lewes for their wickedneſſe, they were 
nothing mooued therewith : where- 
ypon he commaunded him to returne 
againe vnto them, and to ſay theſe 
wordes. Heare thou fookſh people, which 
haft no heart: you that bane eyes and ſee 
not, eares G heare not: Ana will Je not then 
are mee? Wall ye not tremble in my ſig bt, 
which haue ſet the Sandes for a bond vnto the 
E. Sia. 
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Sta, end haue giuen him an eternall precept, 
which he ſhall not breake? & c. This people 
kath a ſeij thleſſe heart, &c. Which is ag 
much, as if he had ſayd; That this lacke 
of Feare in the eres, proceeded of their 
defect of Fayth : for if they had belee. 
ued him to be indeed ſo powerfull, ter. 
rible, and full of Maieſtie, as the Scrip- 
ture ſetteth him downe; they would 
haue conceiued more feare in offen. 
ding him. And thus much for the Se- 
cond place; which thinke is ſo cleare 
for the matter in hand, that it neede; 
no explication thercin, 
Fid. None at all truely z And if thiyc 
third be anlwerable to the two fo2nterYt: 
they may be wel bzought fooꝛth, ſoꝛ thc 
ſubſtantiall witneſſes, againſt the Teſui]t! 
himlelfe elſe where. And therefoze p10 
teede in Gods name, to the 3.place, It 
Sim. I proceede inthe ſame namen 
and note Thirdly, page 663 and 66 P 
where (ſpeaking of negligent perſons H 
he ſaith, I comprehend vnder the nam 
of negligent, all careleſſe and diſſolut tl 
people, which take to heart, nothinſ li 


that pertaineth to God, or God)inelly e 
bu 


for a counterfeite Catholike. 63 


„ but onely attende to Worldly affaires, 
malcing their ſaluation, the leaſt part of 
their cogitations. And vnder this kind 
tell ofnegligence is conteined, both Epi- 
ir curiſme (as S. Paul noted in ſome Chri- 
e · I ſtians of his dayes, who beganne onely 
r · Ito attende to cate and drinke, and to 
{make their bellies their God, & as many 
Hof our Chriſtians now doc) and alſo a * Roms. 
n ſecret kinde of Atheiſmie, or denying 
ze God; which is to deny him, not in 
ue wordes, but in life and behauiour, as S. 
Faul ex poundeth it“. Foralbeittheſe , T; 
men of whom I ſpeake, doe in wordes 
confeſſe God, and profeſſe themſelues 
to be as good Chriſtians as the reſt, yet 
ſecretly indeed they doe not beleeue 
there is a God, in ſuch maner asthey _— -—» 
ought; eſpecially with his attributes, . © 
that are inſeparable from him; 28 
mel namely, ot his infinite knowledge, 
6 Prouidence, care, and diſpoſition of 
n Humane affaires, Iuſtice, ludgement, 
am Puniſhment, & the like: Theſe (1 ſay) 
lull they doc not in effect beleene, as their 
inf life and doings doe declare. Which fe- 
eſſ cret, holy Scripture diſcouereth plain- 
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ly,when it ſayth : Ve diſſolutis corde, e 
& Ecele 2. non crecunt Deo“; Woe be vnto the dil 
ſolute and careleſſe iu heart, who do ni 
beleeue God. That is, albeit they pre 
teſt that they beleeue and truſt in him 
yet by their diſſolute and careleſſe de 
inges, they teſtifie, that in their hearte 
they beleeue him not; for that theyſf 
haue neither care nor cogitation 0 
matters pertaining vnto him. And thu 
much for the Third place. | 
Fid. And ſo much with the two fo 
mer, is euen as much as we our fel 
teach touching this popnt : Foz wi 
graunt with M. Perſons(and with tho 
Scriptures by him cited) that co pF 
keſſe Chꝛiſt by woꝛdes, and deny him! 
deedes, pꝛoceedes from Jnfidelitie, a 
want of Fayth. And foz a familiar pꝛto 
herem, note that eucry Chziſtian dot 
conkeſſe, that to beleeue truely in Gi 
th:ongh Cheift, is to put our whole tif 
and confidence in God thzough Chyil 
But God by his ſacred wo2d, doth ſheF* 
vnto vs two wayes : the one leading f 
rectly ta Heauen : the other, directly 
Pell. Pee doth allo warne ve, that n 
thou 
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hough the wap to perdition, leemes at 
he firſt, very pleaſant and delectable to 

Alke in, pct in very deed it is not lo; 
02 (accoꝛding to the ſame lacred Ocrip⸗ 
ure) the further we watke in it, the woꝛzſe 
pe (Hall finde ic i but contrariwile, the 


Farther we walac in the way to Deauen, 


although at the firſt it ſermes vnplea⸗ 


ant) the better we ſhall find it. Now, we 


vill ſap vato this good God, that we va 
zelecue him, aud therefoze wee will 
plake cur owne foolifh fancies, and 
uſt in his wo2zd onelp : but when 1t 


Homes to the trpall, what doe wee then: 
Aale, we koꝛſake the good Direction of 
he ſpirit of Truech, c truſt rather to the 


ecettfull inticementes of the Tlłozld, 
he Fleth, # the Oiuell: And ſo we koz⸗ 


Hake the good way to lite, and follow the 


util way to death z vnleſſe Gad giue 


Wrace of Repentance,(fo2 to repent allo, 
Ys the gitt of God:) But if it pleaſe him 
0 call backe (ome of vs by true Nepen⸗ 


Ince, and let the reit run on to deftructt- 


n (as by his iuſtice he imay do hothʒ) the 


queſtion is then, what wee ſhall repenc 


Fol; The anſwere is manifeft : char 
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we ſhall repent nothing moze, then that 
wee did not beleeue and truſt onelp in 
Gods wozd, touching thoſe two wapes 
ſo much oppoſite one to auother: fo had 
we trueip belecued his woꝛds therin, we 
ſhould then haue walked rightly, & not 
to haue had that iuſt caule to accuſe our 
ſelues, in miſtruſting God, and truſting 
his enemies (the Flesh, the Told, an 
the Deuill.) It is not psſlible to} ; 
Traueller (hauiug a good Guide to di 
rect him in his way) to lay truelp, tha 
he doth truſt onely to the direction of hi 
Guide, aud pet reliſt him bp following 

a contrary direction. Therefoze it fol 
lowes of neceſſitie, that the Repzobate 
walking in the way to Ocath, is onel 

foꝛ want oftrue Fapth : and the Ele 
walking in the way to Life, ts onely h 

true Fayth: foꝛ the fapthfull mau do 
not this oꝛ that good whatſocuer, there 
by thinking to merite Peauen, by hi 

woꝛkes; but hee doth it onely becau 
God hath told him, that lo to doe, is thi] 
way which he muſt walke in“, trauellin 
to Heauen, and fo conſequeutlp, (belet 
uing God, as Abraham did (he is J - 
(i 
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fied by his true fayth iaſeparable from 
charitie. hereby wee ſee, that the 
Ocriptures being rightly vnderſtovde 
touching fayth, they can hardly be miſta⸗ 
ken, touching Juſtiſication. 

Sim. Very true, and therefore it ſee- 
meth to me, that if the religious Papiſt _ 
would conſider well both of S. Paul.“ RI, ges 


' | 4. & Gala. y. 
and $.?ames,* touching faith and Iuſti- an 6. ; 


hcationzthey could not be ſo much de- 1am, 2. 
ceiued therein as they are: For firſt, it is 
euident, that S. Paul treateth onely of 
that fayth which worketh by loue, 
where he ſayth, that a man is iuſtified 
by faith without the works of the law: 
And I note alſo that the ſame Iuſtifica- 
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tion which he there treats of, is a Iuſt 


fication before God. Now in confer- 
ring S. Paul with S. James, I thereby 
find, that S. fame treateth againſt a 
vaine Fayth onely, which neuer wor- 
keth by Loueʒ and therefore can not 


Iuſtifie at all, neither in the ſight of 


Cod nor man; for he tearmes it a dead 


and idle Fayth; which in deed is no 
Fayth in effect: and therevpon hee 
treates of a Iuſtiſication (or a declarati- 

E4. on 


* 2, Pet. r. 
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on of being iuſtified before men) by 
Workes, and not by ſuch idle Fayth 
onely. 

Fid. Thou haſt well noted thoſe two 
bleſſed Apoſtles: fo2 if the Fayth any 
Juſtiſtcation which S. Paul treates of, 
were the lelfe ſame Fayth and Tulkifica: 
tion which S. Iames trrates of, all the 
Dactoꝛs in the world could not auopde 
a manikeſt contradiction betweene the 
two Apoſtles: which to hold, were ap: 
parant blaſphemie; and therekoze it tol- 
lowes, that the one treates of a true 
Fayth; the other, of an idle Fapth : the 
one, ot Juſtification betoꝛe Gad; the 0: 
ther, of Juſtiſtcation bekeze men. Fo), 
(accoꝛding to S. Peter“) the Elect them 
lelues, haue no other way to make ſure 
to themlelues, their calling, & election, 
but onely by walking in thoſe good 
wozkes, which pzoceed from that Fapth 
by which they are already iuſtiſied in the 
light of God, And to make it plaine and 
eutdent that S Iames his Juſtification 
by Wozkes, is ontly meant in the fight 
of men, let vs note heere a litle what he 
lapeth in the ſame Chapter. If a =_ 
| Sr ay, 
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ſay, hee hach Fayth, when hee hath no 
Workes, (ſayth hee) can that Fayth 
ſaue him? &c. Againe, Shew me thy 


Fayth,out of thy Workes; and I will 


ſhew thee my Fayth, by my workes. 
Note heere (J ſay) hee ſayeth not, Jl a 
man haue Fayth, & haue no TWUozks, cc. 
but, If a man ſay, hee hath Fayth, &c. 


thereby to giue vs to vnderſtand, that a 


man may lay hee hath Fayth, when hee 
hath it not, and lo deceiue many: but to 
pꝛeuent that deceit, hee ſayth, Shew mee 
thy Fayth out of thy Workes; not, 
Shew G O D thy Fapth, out of thy 
Wozkes : fo2 hee knew well that God 
iudgeth not accozding to the outwarde 
appearaunce, but accoꝛding to the belee⸗ 
uing 02 vnbeleeuing heart. Moꝛeouer, 
he layth in the lame Chapter: Thou be- 
leeueſt that there is one God; thou do- 
eſt well: the Deuils alſo beleeue it, and 
tremble. Mate, hee ſayth not, Thou be⸗ 
leeueſt in Gad: fo2 the Deuils due not 
ſo beleene no} none of all his childꝛen the 
Repꝛobates. Therefoze let all ſuch 
vaine men know, that their Fayth with⸗ 
out Mozkes, is idle: that is to ſap, no 

| Favth 
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Fapyth in the ſight of God. Againe, pꝛo⸗ 


lecuting the ſame matter, he layth moze; 
Was not Abraham our Father, iuſtified 
by workes, when he offered his Sonne 
Iſaac vpon the Altar? Ae aulwere, ve⸗ 


rily he was ſo iuſtiſied, but let S. Paul an» 


{were how: If Abraham were iuſtified 
by worlces (ſayth S. Paul“) he hath 
wherein to reioyce, but not with God. 
And why not with God: becauſe by the 
workes of the Law, no Fleſh hall be 
wſtified in his fight.“ Loe here, S. Paul 
agrees with S. Iames, that Abraham 
might be iuſtiſted by wozkes, but not 
with God: And theretfo2e it muſt needes 
be with men, Foz who dares thinke now, 
that S Iames was not of the ſame minde 
with S. Paul. 

Sump. God forbid that any man 
ſhould be ſo faythleſſe, as to thinke the 
Saintes of God to be oppolite one to 
an other touching Fayth and Iuſtifica- 
tion. But how doth the counterfeite 
Catholike vnderſtand S. Pas/, treating 
of Iuſtification with GO D by true 


Fayth onely; or by true Fayth\ with- 
outthe works of the Law: for in ſenſe, 
both 
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both are one? 

Fid. U ery ill; koꝛ not vnderſtanding, 
that true Fapth, and Loue, are inſe⸗ ) 
parable thinges, they altogcather mil- | 
take the Apoſtle therein; lometime al: 
leadging that he doth but cxcluve Cere⸗ 
montall woꝛkes onelp *, But the Apo- „Sec their 
ſtle himlelke in the lame Chapter, dot} Rhemiſh An- 
manikeſtly confute that vame interp2e- notations vp- 
tation, by eſtabliſhing the ſame Law, of pes * 
which hee ſpake ok bekoze; and there: ud heir 
foze not the Ceremomall Law, An other marginal 
time they alleadge a koꝛmer, and a latter note vpon 
Juſtiſtcation with God: the firſt, with⸗ he 24. erte. 
out Moꝛkes: the ſecond, by Moꝛkes. 
They erp2eflely teach, that no man at- 
taineth his firſt Juſtification by his He⸗ 
rites, but meerelp by Chziſtes Grace 


and Mercie. And this is moſt true; and 


therekoze by their acknowledging of 
this trueth, my hope is great, that they 
will agree with vs in the ende, touching 
this poynt: Fo? lure J am, that they are 
not lo ignoꝛant as to thinke that almigh⸗ 


tie God doth ſee moe at one time then ; 
at an other, and thereby foꝛced by Ju⸗ | 
ſtice, to recall his fo2zmer gift and grace, 0 

in 
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in calling and iuſtikying a Nepꝛobate. 
No verilpy, there is no ſuch alteration in 
his doinges, and that is pꝛooued ſuttici⸗ 
ently befoze ; For whom he iuſtity eth, 
them alſo he gioryfeth.* And theretoze 
if God, with the meritts of Chziſt, be to2 
the fapthfull, what can p2cuatle againſt 
them: can the gates of Hell: (which are 
moꝛtall ſinnes, as J noted betoze from 
S. Ambroſe) not poſſible, fo2 they pꝛe⸗ 
uaile onely ag ainſt all Repꝛobates, and 
therekoꝛe not againſt the faythkull, which 
are led by the holy Spirit , and not by 
fleſh and blood; (and by the fruites of 
that Spirit, they are knowen) fo2 they 
are the Childzen of God, and heires by 
pꝛomiſe: At one wo2ve, they are the 
faithfull and bleſſed leede of Abraham, 
and who is that but Chꝛiſt: fo2 they. 
dwell in Chꝛiſt, and Ch2ift dwelleth in 
them; Chzilt the head, and they the 
members, all one myſticall body, and pars 
ticipating of one ſpirit,* foz he that bath 
not the Spirit of Chziſt, is not of Chzft 
at all, but as many as are led by that ſpi⸗ 
rit, they are the adopted lonnes of God: 
Rom. 8. And he that is boꝛne of God ſin⸗ 


neth 
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neth not: That is to ſay, although by *. Lohn. 


krailtie, and by meanes of the ſickneſſe of 
ſinne, dwelling in che outward man the 
fleſh, he may offend contrary to the Law, 
pet the heart being purified by fapth in 
Chaift Jelus, (and therefoze with con⸗ 
lent and will, not poſſible to delight in 
ſinne)is thereby iuſt in the ſight of God, 
as being wholy obedient to the holy ſpi⸗ 
rit, So that the inward man ſerutng the 
law of God, aud delighting therein, the 
ſinne in the outward man, is thereby 
pardonable and not to death: Fo? the 
grace of God by Jeſus Chziſt our Lozd, 
bath deliuered him from the body of that 
death . And this doth S. Paul manifeſtly 
pꝛoue in the 7. and 8. Chapters tothe 
Romanes, For there is no condemnati- 


on te thoſe that are in Chriſt Ieſus, &c. 


whereby we ſee, that the faithfull, being 
boꝛne of God, and iuſtiſted by fayth, can 
not ſinne to death, foꝛ deadly ſinne and 
grace, can not concurre togeather; and 
that the Aduerſaries themſelues grant 
fo2 truth;fs2 in their Rhemiſh annatati⸗ 
on vpon the ſixt verſe in the third Chaps? 
ter of the firſt epiſtle ol S. Iohn, they ex⸗ 

p:eftely 
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pꝛeſſely auouch as followeth. 

Among many good ſenſes (ſay they) 
giuen of this place, this ſeemeth moſt 
agreeable, that the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, 
that mortall ſinne doth not conſiſt to- 
geather with the grace of God; and 
therefore can not be committed by a 
Man, continuing the ſonne of God. 
And 01 is the like ſpeach in the 9. verlc 
following, to be taken. See S. Hiereme, 
115. 2. cont. n b. 1. 

Mere againe thau lceſt, that they agree 
with vs; foꝛ we auouch the lame trueth: 
the onely doubt therein betweene vs, is 
whether Almightie God doth at any 
time accept a Repꝛobate, fo2 his adopted 
Sonne and Peire by Pꝛomiſe. But 
the anlwere is euident by Scripture“ 
(as J haue noted already) that it can not 
ſtend with his infallable Judgement, lo 
to doe, Therekoze let the counterkeite 
Catholike learne hereby, to make a bet⸗ 
ter diſtinction betweene Deadly ſinne, 
and Uentall ſinne, then hitherto he hath 
done: fo? it is but a vaine ſpeach to lap, 
that ſome ſinnes may be beſides the 
Law, and pet not againſt the Law, Foz 

fo 
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to anſwere them b2tetly therein, let them 
vnderſtand, that to be beſides the Law, 
is not to be with the Law, But the 
tructh himlelke doth afirme, that Hee 
that is not with him, 1s againſt him. 
Math, 12. Whcreby wee lee allo, that 
whoſoener is not in the ſocietie of the 
Fapthfull, (the elect Childzen of 
Gsd)1s againſt Chziſt, whatſoeuerhee 
pꝛoleſſe. And this trueth allo, the 
Aduerſaries themlelues confefle in a 
manner; fo2 vpon the ſame woꝛdes in S. 
Math. thus they note. They that are 
indifferent (ſay they) to all Religions, 

commonly and fitly called N eaters, 

ioyning themſelues to neither part; let 
them marlce theſe wordes well, and 
they ſhall ſee, that Chriſt accounted all 
them to be againſt him & his Church, 


that are not -plainely and flatly with 


himand it, 

But heere from themlelues, wee note 
againe vnto them: firſt, that Chnitt by 
the lame woꝛdes, doth likewile account 
all ts be againſt his law, that is not plain⸗ 
ly and flatly with his law z and thereſo2e 
no ſinne ventall, that is not truelp repens 

fed, 
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ted. But there is no true repentance 
without amendement: and pardon by 
true Repentance, is a peculiar gift be⸗ 
longing onelp ts the faythfull : fo2 holy 


Scripture doth affirme; That all the 


Prophets giue witneſſe, that through 
Chriſt, all that beleeue in him, ſhall re- 
ceiue remiſsion of finnes * .. But the 
Worldling, and the vnfaythfull, ſhall 
die in their finnes *. | 

J note bncothem alſo, from the fo: 
mer woꝛdes of our Sautour in S. Math. 
that he that pꝛokeſleth Chꝛiſt by woꝛds, 
and denies him by deedes, is not plaine⸗ 
ly & flatly with Chzift and his Church; 
and therfoze conſequently by their owne 
doctrine, again ſt Chꝛiſt & his Church: 
And whoſoeuer is againſt Chziſt and 
his Church, is no better then an Anti- 
chriſt in the ſight of God, although in 
the ſight of ſome men hee may ſeeme to 
be the head of the lame Church, the 
Spouſe of Chꝛiſt. 

But to giue them pet a litle mo2e 
apde, toward the recalling of that groſle 
errour of theirs, in taking a counterfeite 
Catholike loꝛ a true Chyilttan z let them 
note 
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note allo their palpable ignozaunce (in 
their Rhemiſh Annotation vpon the 31. 
and 32, verſes ofthe 22. of S. Luke,) by 
miſtaking the effect of our Loꝛds J92aps 
fr, pzaping fo2 the Fapth of S. Peter, 
that it ſhould not faple. Foz by their 
owne doctrine therem, they map well 
dilcerne, that they are conſtrapned te 
argue abſurdly in maintapuing Erraur 
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by Scripture, And that thou mapeſt 


not be ignozaunt thereof, J will heere 
note vnto thee, what they there aftirme, 
and ſo conclude, 

Laſtly (ſay they) to pyt them out of 
doubt, hee calleth Peter twiſe by name, 
and telling him the Deuils deſire to ſift 


and try them all to the vttermoſt (as he 


did tliat night) ſay th, that he hatli ſpe- 
cially pray ed for him, to this end, that 
his Fayth ſhould neifer fayle: and that 
hee being once conuerted, thould after 
that, for euer conſirme, eſtabliſh, or vp- 
hold the reſt in their Fayth : Wiich 15 
to ſay, that Peter is that man whom hee 
would make ſuperiour ouer them and 


the whole Church. Whereby we may 


F. learne 
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learne, that it was thought fit in the 
prouidence of God, that hee who 
ſhould be the Head of the Church, 
ſhould haue a ſpeciall priuiledge by 
Chriſtes Prayer and Promiſe, neuer to 
fay le in Fay th: And that none other, 
either Apoſtte, By ſhoppe, or Prieſt 
may challenge any ſuch fingular or 
ſpecia ll prerogatiue, cither of his C)f- 
foe or Per ſon, otherwiſe then ioy ning 
in Fay th with Peter, and holding off 
him. &c. | 
Matc here by the way, that by thele 
their owne wozdes, wee way lay open 
their vanitie herein: faz wee may fa 
woꝛd fo? wozdagainf them, chat which 
themſelues heere auouch touching 8. 
Peter: tu weete, T hat nonc other, either 
Apoſtle, Byſhop, or 4 ieſt, may chal- 
lene gc any ſuch ſingular or ſpecial pre- 
rogatiue, either ot pie Office or Per— 
ſon, otherwiſe then ioyning in Fayth 
with TPet.r, and holding of him, And 
therekoze, let neither the Byſhoppe of 
prog ko2 any elſe wholocuer challenge 
ang ſuch kingular oz ſpeciail pꝛeroga⸗ 
£1212, 


0 
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tine, either of his Office oz Perſon, 
otherwiſe then loynng in Fapth with 
Peter, and holding o hun; koꝛ the F ayth 
in S. eter, which our Lozd praved foz 
to continue in his Church, was inch a 
Fapth, as Dell gates could not prenatle 
againſt it: and chereigze not the Fapth 
na Rep2obate, as they vainely gue a- 
baut to pꝛaoue ti the lame place, Foz 
a litle after their former woꝛdeg, and the 
citing of ſame of the ancient Fathers, 
touching thetr commendations ok 8. 
Peters Fapth in his true ſure: ſlaurs 

(Which we alſohrghly commende) el ep 
pꝛoceed in their ignozaunce, aping: Iti E 
not meant that none of Perers (cate can 
erre in perſon, vnderſtanding ptiuate 
Doctrine or wW ritinges; but that tl hey 
can not, nor {hail not ener iudicia ly 


conclude, or g iue deinidue ſentence 


for faiſchood = Herefte avainit the 
Cathoh Ker Cay; H, in their“ Con 1! büttortie 


» 
Courtes,< Counc: 13 . Decrecs, bera- 
tions, or Conallurions 2 r deci- 


lion anc determination 01 uch Con- 


trouerſies, doubtes, or queſtions of 


2. Fay th, 


r. 
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Fayth,as ſhall be propoſed vnto them: 
becauſe Chriſtes Prayer and Promiſe 
protecteth them therein, for confirma- 
tion of their Breathren . And no mar- 
uaile that our Maiſter would haue his 
Vicars Conſiſtorie and Seate infalli- 
ble, ſeeing euen in the Olde law the 
High Prieſthood and Chaire of Moſes 
wanted not great priuiledge in this 
caſe,though nothing likethe Churches 
and Peters prerogatiue. But in both, 
any man of ſenſe may ſee the difference 
betweene the Perſon and the Office, 
as well in doctrine as life. Liherius in 
perſecution, might yeeld: M arcelmus 
for feare, might commit Idolatrie: He- 
norms might fall to Hereſie: and more 
then al this, ſome Iucas might creep in- 
to the Office: And yet allthis 8, der 
preiudice of the office & ſeat, in which 
(ſaith S. Auguſt ine, our Lord hath ſet 


the doctrine of Trueth, (aj has by pri- 


uiledge of his Office, prophecied right 
of Chriſt: but according to his owne 
knowledge & Fayth, knew not Chriſt. 
And ſo foozth, to the end: and all to no 
other 
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other end, but to pzootte (contrarp to v ln pag. 


themſelues, noted befoze * ) that che 
Fapth which our Loꝛd there pꝛayed foz, 
to continue in his Church, might be as 
wel in a Repꝛabat, as in a true Chaiftia, 
And ſo it Antichriſt himſelfe polleſſe S. 
Peters Chaire, yet could it not be pꝛeiu· 
diciall to the Church; Becauſe (ſayth 
their Doctrine) hee can not, nor ſhall 
not euer iudicially conclude or giue 
definitiue ſentence, for Falſehood or 
Hereſie againſt the Catholike Fayth,in 
his Confiſtoric Courtes, Councels, De- 
crees, Deliberations, or Conſultations 
kept, for deciſion and determination of 
ſuch Contreuerſies, Doubtes, or Que- 
{tions of Fayth, as ſhalbe propoſed vn- 
to him: becauſe Chriſts Prayer & Pro- 
miſe proteReth him therin, for confir- 
mation of his Breathren. But iudge thy 
lelfe now, whether this Doctrine af 
theirs, be againſt Diuine realon, oꝛ no: 
Simp. If I ſhould judge it to be ac- 
cording to diuine Reaſon, I ſhoud 
thereby declare my ſelfe to be a meere 
Child in ſenſe and vnderſtanding : But 
F 3. finding 


. 


* Gaia, Jo 


A irte Touchſtone 


finding their abſurdities to be ſo ma- 
nifelt may well lay vnto Romiſh Ca- 
tholikes, as S Paul ſavd vnto the Gala- 
tians. *O ſenſleſſe Romances/who hath 
bewitched you, that vee ſhould not o- 
bey the trueth? 

Eid. « Thou mailt well ſap fo indeede, 
and {peake accoꝛding to trueth; foꝛ note 
yet a litt ie mee [16 their aforeſayd doc⸗ 
frine, Chziſt pꝛayev for S Peter, and fo; 
his lucke Nour Honor jus that their fapth 
ſhouip neuer faple: What is to ſap, (lapth 
their doctrine) Honorius his fapth ſhati 
faple, (aud lo Chiſtes promiſte Hall be 
bꝛokt᷑ ) but it Cal not fatle at ſuch a time, 
& in ſuch a plate, (and ſo though Chailts 
pꝛomille be broken at one time, vet it ſhal 
be perkoꝛmed at an other time) to meett, 
when he is in his Conũſteꝛzie; ko in his 
Courtes, Counceils, Decrees, cc. his 
fapto ſhall not faple. Caiphas did once 
by pꝛiuilege ol his office, pꝛophecie truly 
of Chꝛiſt, thereloꝛe in retpect of chat of* 
fice(accozding to their doctrine) he could 
not indictallz giue falſe ſentence in his 
Confiſtozte, Courtes, Counccis, De: 


creed? 
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crees : Fc, No, albcithe did there giue 
. ſentence againſt cur bleſſed Low & Sa⸗ 

- | utour Jelus Chziſt, as being a Blaſphes 

mer, and wo2thy in his iudgement, to die 

1 a moſt ſhametfull death * 

; But alaſſe, if ſuch abſurd Equiuoca- 
tion be allowed koꝛ good and lawkull, a; 
mong counterkeite Catbolikes, no mar⸗ 
tatle then though they haue ſo long 
maintained Erronioas opinions, by 
their counterkeite Catholike 5 aith.B ut 
let vs hope ſtill foꝛ amendement; fo2 as 
good Cuſtome by continuance ok time. 
both ouercome bad Cuſtome : fo 4 

hope, that in good time, by a true Fayth, 
they will altogeather baniſh that coun- 
terkeite Fapth of theirs, and lo become 

aT ſpiritually wiſe in ſenſe and vnderſtan⸗ 

e, | ding, accoꝛding to that good conntaile of 

s | bleſſed Paul, ſaping: * Brethren, be 

is not Children in vnderſtanding: but as 

ce | concerning Maliciouſneſſe, be Chil- 

I» | dren; but in vnderſtanding, be of a 

f-| ripe age. 
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Id Jt cur Sauiour had expꝛeſlely by 
is | name, commaunded Obedience to che 
e F 4+ culli 
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* x Cor. i4. 
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* In his 46+ 
Treatiſe vpon 


8. Iohn. 
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euill Byſhoppes ok Rome, (ſitting in 
Peters Chaire) in that which they ſayd 
t taught, as he did to the Scribes and the 
Phariſes, ſitting in the Chaire of Mo- 
ſes * (and vonder their names, to all Ec⸗ 
cleſiaſticall authoꝛitie, onely excepting 
their owne Ozdinaunces, contrarie to 
his; and therefoze p2operly their owne 
wozkes,) hardly ſhould wee haue layde 
open tour Aduerlaries, the true mea: 
ning thereof: and pet doth S. Avguſtine 
explicate the ſame trueth moſt manifeft: 
ly, ſaying: Our Lord himſelfe doth 
declare vnto you, what Hirelingesare, 
The Scribes and the Phariſes(ſapth he) 
ſit in the Chaire of Moſes: what they 
ſay, doe; but what they doe, that doe 
not. What other thing ſay d hee, but 
by Hirelinges, heare the voyce of the 
Shepheard; for ſitting in Moſes Chaire, 
they teach the Law of God; therefore 
God teacheth by them : But if they 
teach their owne; neither heare nor 
doe (what they ſap,) for truely, ſuch 
ſceke their owne, not thoſe thinges 


which are of Teſus Chriſt. &c. Behold 
beere, 


CTY 


„ % vow: 
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beere, If they teach their owne (ſayth 
S. Auguſtine,) follow them not: that 


is to lay, (accozding to S. Paul“) If V. Gala. r. 


the Church of Rome, oz au Angell from 
Peauen, pꝛeach vnto you, otherwif, ethen 
that which wee (the true Church) haue 
pꝛeached vnto pou, let him be accurſed. 
Therfoze, whoſoeuer they be that pꝛeach 
and teach, let it be well noted in them, 
(accoꝛding to the Apoſtles direction in 
the ſame Chapter) whether they pꝛeach 
Mans doctrine, oz Gods + Mhether 
they haue the woꝛdes of eternall life. oꝛ 


no * : Bziefly, whether they haue that „ 1,6 


Trueth, which hath been from the begin⸗ 
ning, oꝛ no: 

Sim. Doeſt thou not comprehende 
vnder the name of Hirelings, all thoſe 
Church- men, which ſeeke more their 
owne Farthly commodities, then the 
glorie of God? 

Fid. Mes verilp, fo2 they deſerue no 
better name, and S Auguſtine doth as 
uouch as much in effect, (in the laſt place 
cited from him) ſaying, Many in the 
Church, follow after Earthly matters, 


yet 


* 1. Iohn. a. 
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yet thiey Preach Chriſt, and by them, 
the voyceof Chriſt is h card: But the 
Sheepe follow not thoſe Hirelinges, 
but the voyce of the Shepheard by 
their meanes. &c. 

And therkoꝛe ta conclude at this time, 
hecaule thy Memoꝛie being weake, can 
not well permit vs any longer diſcourle; 
note finally (as a thing well wozch the 
noting) that cucn as the faythleile Iewes 
were dectined by Hiretinges, {uccee- 
ding in the Chaire of Moſes, with⸗ 
cut the Fapth of Moſes; ſo are the 
csunterkeite Catholikes decetued by 
Tirelinges, ſucceeding in the Chaire uk 
Peter, without the fapth of Peter. But 
as it did pleaſe almightie God, to con⸗ 
found the errour of the fir, by a true 
fapth, and the right vnderſtanding ok ho⸗ 
Iy Ocripture; to J hope it will pleals 
his diu ine Maieſtie, in good time to re⸗ 
foꝛme the errour of the other, by the lame 
true fapth, and right underſtanding of 
holy Scripttre : Aud that it may be the 
ſaoner eſtected, let both Proteſtants and 
Papiſts, (fo too many of both ſides, 

wants 


Ny 
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J. wants true fayth) pꝛay daply co that iuſt 
and mercykull God, that they may be ell 
indued with that fapth which wozketh 
by loue: Fo2 thereby (as being the only 
meanes, ) we ſhall become all in general, 

true Catholikes, and then moe zealous 

| in Gods ſeruice, and moze defirous to 
> | helſpc one another, both koz Bodp and 

; | Soule, then heitherto wee haue beene: 

And ſoby the grace of perſeuerance, 

J. both to liue and die, in vnitie, peace, aud 


God of his Jinſinite gaodnelle graunt 
vnto vs all. 

Sim. Amen. And euen fo with vn- 
feynedthankes I bid my beſt Friend 
farewell, 

Fid. Farewel, harmeleſſe Simplicitie. 
FINIS. 


Let no man deceiue himſelfe: If any man among 
you ſecme to be wiſe in this world, let him be 
a foole, that he may be wiſe: for the wiſedome 
of this world, is fooliſhnes with God. &c. i. Cor. 3. 


Laus Deo, et pax Chriſtianis. 
Glozy be to God, and peace among Chziſtia.1s, 


2 


conco2d , Thich beauenly bleſtinges, 
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